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Northeast District Chapter—P.E.O. Sisterhood 

 Monthly Chapter Newsletter of the District  

Editor:  Lola Orcutt [lorcutt.peo@gmail.com] 
Asst. Editor:  Jen Hubbard [jenniferhubbard@live.com] 

Winter greetings, sisters! 

   The New Year is fast approaching.  Here’s to feeling thankful for the year behind us in the 

Northeast District and enthusiastic for the year ahead of us in the Northeast District.   We look 

forward to many exciting events this year in P.E.O..  Here are some things you to keep you ‘in 

the know’ as we begin a busy new year.  

 In order to maintain privacy and security for members in an ever-evolving electronic age, the 

P.E.O. International member website password will be updated on January 1, 2023.  All 

passwords will have the current year added to the end.  For example, the new password for 

members will be formatted like this, with the original password filling in the blanks:  _ _ _ _ _ 

2023. 

 Founder’s Day is Saturday, January 21, 2023.  Celebrate our Founders on January 21!  Wear 

your pin and talk about P.E.O..  This of ways small groups of chapter members can plan to be 

visible in your community.  Phone non-resident and/or unaffiliate members to wish them a 

Happy Founder’s Day. 

 Convention of International Chapter.  Think about joining your NED sisters in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania from Thursday, September 21, 2023 to Saturday, September 23, 2023. 

 Chapter Dues.  Chapter dues can be paid anytime now.  Help your 

Chapter Treasurer out by not waiting to the last minute to pay them. 

 Introduce Your Family to P.E.O., March 1, 2023.  March is Introduce 

Your Family to P.E.O. month.   Find helpful resources here: https://

members.peointernational.org/resource/introduce-your-family-peo 

 Women’s Day—Celebrating the P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship, 

is Wednesday, March 8, 2023.  How do you plan to celebrate the 

achievements of your IPS recipients?  Please share your celebrations with 

P.E.O. International!  Send messages, photos or videos to mediamanager@peodsm.org  (link 

sends email) by January 31. 

 Annual Report of Corresponding Secretary (ARCS) and Annual Reports of Treasurer (IRS-LC 

and Annual Dues Report) are due Friday, March 10, 2023. 

[Cont’d on Page 2] 
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 Annual Report of Corresponding Secretary (ARCS) and Annual Reports of Treasurer (IRS-

LC and Annual Dues Report) must be submitted to s/p/d secretary or paid assistant (refer 

to instruction sheet).  Busy times for our Chapter Officers!  Be on the lookout for 

notification from P.E.O. International about the dates for trainings for the new online 

submissions of these reports! 

 Our NED Local Chapter Presidents are reminded to write their president’s letter, share it 

with the chapter in February and with the chapter’s approval, send a copy of the letter to 

the NED President (that’s ME!). 

 

Preparations are ongoing for our upcoming NED Convention 2023 to held 

in Nashua, NH on May 6 and 7, 2023.  Be on the lookout for the 

invitation to this Convention and Convention Registration.  Be sure 

to come and celebrate with your NED sisters and ‘Give Thanks for 

the Star and Its Message’! 

  

Lovingly in P.E.O.,  Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Our heartfelt thanks to our NEDC sister, Lisa Ambrosia,  Q-NH for serving 

NED as our district webmaster from 2007 through October 2022.  As our silent, 

invisible webmaster, she always promptly updated the website and enjoyed getting to 

know many Executive Board members.  It was an honor to work with her.  We wish 

her all the best as she begins a new chapter in her P.E.O. life! 

    The new NED webmaster is Ann Dederer,  K ME, PDP,  who worked and 
supported Lisa in developing the new District Website, following the loss of our 
former website.  Please welcome Ann! 

[President’s Message Continued] 
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The October meeting was very special for us in Q-NH.  It was our first In-Person 

monthly meeting after the COVID lockdowns.  It was our first In-Person Initiation 

in the same time frame.  We welcomed Suzanne Myer Smith with a proper 

Initiation after she had been working under an Initiation by Affirmation for a year.   We had a happy, 

unexpected visit from Susan Holak, our NED president.  And we ended with a delicious birthday cake to 

celebrate our 21st anniversary 

(October 21).  It all took place in 

Jeanne Stalker’s lovely home in 

Hampstead, for which we were 

very grateful. 

  

Pictured from left are Linda 

Lampert, Alice Duston, Karyn 

Spears, Jeanne Stalker, Grace 

Myer, Jean Grout, Suzanne 

Myer Smith, Susan Holak, 

Linda Rousseau, Jan Geremia, Deb Albee, Shirley Reed, Louise Sayre, and Vee Burden. 

Linda Rousseau 

The sisters of Chapter C-VT 

celebrated the Christmas season 

with their annual Holiday Party and concert at the home 

of long-time P.E.O. Sister Jan Van Mynen in Shelburne, 

VT. With Jan and Ann Rowell (retired organist) at the 

keyboards, the sisters sang traditional carols and holiday 

songs. President Tracy Perrapato was joined by Betsy 

Barton and Jan Van Mynen for two solo pieces. Judith 

McManis was also a featured soloist.  

     

A beautiful lunch was 

served followed by the 

annual Sugarplum Auction 

of holiday treats. 

Susan Davis 
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Chapter I held their December 

meeting with a Christmas 

party and Yankee swap on 

December 10 at our 

community center. Elaine 

Lohrman one of our 

members showed up in her 

holiday dress (Mrs. Santa) 

and Mr. Santa was visiting 

that day too! It was worth a 

picture! 

Anne Norman  

Chapter H-NH sisters and guests enjoyed a Christmas Guest Social on December 10, 

2022 at the Pub Restaurant in Keene, NH. It was a blessing to be together to ring in 

the holiday while enjoying good food, good friends, and good fellowship!     

 Carol Austin 

Sisters of Chapter K-ME enjoyed a holiday social at Peggy Smith’s retirement 

community. Many of us had not seen Peggy since the start of the 

pandemic, so it was a welcome reunion with plenty of holiday 

goodies to share. 

           

We  had 

another 

successful 

pie sale in 

November to raise money for the projects. 

Though we had fewer bakers this time, we still 

managed to raise $1425 in sales and donations. 

Buyers went home with delicious, homemade 

pies for Thanksgiving. 

Merry Post 
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Chapter B Vice President Maddie 

Clough truly was a special 

Christmas gift for her sisters by 

not only conducting our December 13th Holiday 

Party, with 21 attending at the Shrine Building in 

Bangor, but also being a major contributor to the 

program. 

   Linda Allen arrived with a special “guest,” 

presenting to us her Christmas Elf which, this year, 

came in mannequin form rather than the live version 

(herself) of last year. 

     Nancy Smith, Pat Cyr, Gail Brown and Libby Hersom provided delicious treats for our coffee, and then 

the fun began. 

     Nancy Smith offered a favorite holiday reading from her past that brought great memories for all of us, 

and Maddie came up with lots of surprises enumerating many things we didn’t know but quite a few we 

did, as well. 

      And before we left, Pam Coffey-Paine, as she does each year, led us in a great round of carol singing.  

     We were fortunate to have a nice gentleman in the building to take our picture so we could all, officially, 

wish each and every one of you the happiest of holidays. 

     And, finally, before bidding farewell for the holidays, Maddie gave each of us the opportunity to, 

individually, express our love and best wishes for our sisters’ upcoming holidays. 

 Joni White 

                                                Tis the season to be jolly and Chapter A-RI is celebrating Christmas and a soon 

to be milestone anniversary.  The Christmas party was held at the home of Lynn Kramer where her family 

decorates with multiple trees and literally hundreds of village buildings.  

Amid these beautiful decorations our talented sisters played piano, sang 

solos and lead us  all as we sang Christmas carols.  It was an awesome day.   

     A-RI is getting ready to celebrate 70 years as Rhode Island’s first P.E.O. 

chapter (1953).   Two of our golden girls, Angie D’Albora– 1964 and Linda 

Lussier, PDP- 1971, attend most meetings 

and they are our link to the foundation of 

P.E.O. in Rhode Island.    Today we have  

37 active members.  We hope to share 

more about our chapter and especially about how we will celebrate our 

anniversary in 2023.  

     Here is our latest successful endeavor.  Nominating new officers can 

be daunting, interesting or  fun.  This year it was fun for us.  The 

president heard a suggestion from the Organizer about office sharing 

(people not space).  With that in mind she called the nominating committee together with the goal of 

finding an experienced sister and matching her with a newer sister to fill some positions.  The two-member 

team helps each other in many ways, like learning the job, getting it done, testing ideas.  

     As a result, Chapter A-RI will nominate one person for president, one treasurer, two each as co- vice 

presidents, co- recording secretaries, co-corresponding secretaries, co-chaplains and co-guards.  Next year 

we will report on the pros and cons of this act of faith. Stay tuned.  Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and 

Happy New Year to all.    

Margaret Mathias 
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Santa just loves partying with Chapter F-RI.  He 

was amazed at all the laughter and light hearted 

banter amongst the Sisters as 

they out bid one another on 

"Santa's gifts ". Susan Wilson 

hosted the annual event with co

-hostesses: Sue Clough, Helene 

Pelosi and Niki Stanley.  Gay 

Dion, with elf assistant Niki, 

auctioned Santa's presents in a 

whirlwind of holiday 

excitement. The Sisters shared some 

fierce competition to acquire some of the 

items.  We had two guests: Karen 

Manning and Lori Savageau (Sister Pam Savageau's daughter) Pam and 

Lori are pictured.  Who knows, maybe in 2023 Chapter F-RI will have 2 

additional Sisters.  Many blessings to all and a Happy New Year. 

Ann Heath 

The sisters of Chapter L-ME met for a festive 

holiday luncheon and ornament exchange in the 

days before Christmas at DiMillo’s Restaurant in 

downtown Portland.  Seventeen sisters signed up, some of whom we 

hadn’t seen in awhile, which was wonderful.  We played a dice game in 

order to determine who received which 

wrapped ornament, which was a lot of fun - 

and when some of us received our own gift 

back, we played another round! 

    This past fall we were finally able to initiate our sister by affirmation, Liz 

Crampsey, at our first in person business meeting.  It was very special to be 

a part of the ceremony of initiation once again.  I am always struck by a 

different part of the ceremony each time I participate in or see it - so much 

to inspire us!  After the meeting, we had a lot of visiting time together 

catching up and sharing celebratory food and gifts for Liz. 

     We wish all our sisters of NEDC a wonderful 2023 with many blessings!  It has been a long haul 

through Covid, and we are ready to move forward to a new normal. 

Sarah Resah Wilson 
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