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My dearest Sisters! 
We are approaching times to ‘Fall Back’, to honor our Veterans, and times to be Thankful for all our 
blessings, gifts, family, health, and talents  

That said, are you a sister or a chapter that is becoming discouraged or disappointed in your 
NED chapter?  It’s no surprise that the ongoing challenges created by the COVID pandemic have worn 
us down. Maybe we have done a great job of supporting one another for the past two years but we 

haven’t been able to fundraise at their previous level. Maybe we have continued to successfully sponsor 
women for the P.E.O. scholarships but we haven’t initiated any new members for several years.   

Are you feeling discouraged about not performing at your pre-pandemic level?  Are you feeling 
like your chapter might be failing and that this is the beginning of the end of your chapter?  Are you 

thinking that you or you chapter are no longer “successful” P.E.O.s”? 
Please know that you and your chapter are a still a SUCCESS.  Let’s redefine “SUCCESS” for us as 

P.E.O.’s and for NED! 

It is my belief that our founders felt strongly about the importance of education for women -- but 
EQUALLY important, they recognized the value of supporting one another. Indeed, they called their 

new organization a sisterhood! 
As we continue to come out of the pandemic (and we aren’t there yet), please be kind to 

yourself and your sisters. No chapter is yet able to be where they were three years ago. Some may never 
reach those benchmarks again. But they are they are still successful chapters.   

Let’s celebrate and be thankful for our “successes”. If your chapter has done only one of the things 

listed below - just one! - then you are successful. You are honoring the mission of P.E.O. 
*Stayed in touch with one another through Zoom, phone calls, cards, or other creative ways 

*Put forward a student for any P.E.O. project, whether the student received that award or not 
*Donated in any amount to at least one P.E.O. project 

*Held a fundraiser, no matter how much money was raised 
*Welcomed a new member to your chapter by affirmation, initiation, reactivated membership, 

or a transfer into your chapter. 
After all, we are still here. We still believe in the P.E.O. mission. We still love and support our sisters. 

And we still are doing what we can to help women achieve their educational goals. We are SUCCESSFUL at 

being compassionate and joyful P.E.O. sisters! 

    On this Thanksgiving, I want to thank each of you for your support throughout this year. You all 

are the pride of NED.  Your successes are treasured and are valued.   Wishing each of you a very 

Happy Thanksgiving and a great holiday season! 

Daisy hugs in P.E.O.   

Susan Holak, NED President 
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Chapter H-NH sisters are saddened by the death of sister Grace Layman who entered Chapter Eternal on 
September 30, 2022, at the age of 96, after a period of failing health. Grace was a charter member of 

Chapter H-NH and its first President in 1983. She was instrumental in the formation of the 
Northeast District Chapter. She served as the NEDC’s first Treasurer in 1990, served for many 
years on the Executive Board, and served as its President from 1996 to 1997. At the May 2022 
NEDC Convention, Grace was acknowledged for her 75 years as a P.E.O.! She exemplified the 
spirit of P.E.O. in so many ways, and she will be so missed by her Chapter H-NH sisters, 
including her daughter Marjorie, and many sisters of the Northeast District Chapter. She was a 
shining star. 
    The chapter is proud of sisters Catherine Cauthorne and Rachel Johnson who have served as 
President and Secretary/Treasurer of NH Reciprocity for the past two years. The pandemic 
necessitated Zoom meetings during the entire two years. Catherine expresses her thoughts this 
way: “In general, during this difficult and challenging period, we were able to salvage Reciprocity 
and perhaps even grow it. The attendance was steady. We recognized that P.E.O. will persist no 
matter what. Sometimes it just takes a group effort! But isn’t that what it is all about?” Rachel 
expresses her thoughts by writing:  “Because our term coincided with the COVID pandemic, it was hard to develop friendships 

with other P.E.O. sisters from around the state when we were in our own little 
Zoom boxes twice a year rather than meeting in person. However, the joys 
outweighed the frustrations. The programs presented after the meetings were the 
absolute highlight for me! They gave us all a window into numerous women’s 
professions as well as an obvious appreciation for the way P.E.O. scholarships, 
grants and loans help empower women to succeed.” Not only did Chapter H-NH 
sisters have faith that they would meet the challenges, we also express our pride in 
them and our appreciation to them! 
    A sojourn to Spain for Chapter H-NH sister Rachel Johnson and her husband 
was a pilgrimage, walking the same paths so many pilgrims have walked through 
the years. They “walked the pilgrimage from Sarria to Santiago from Sept. 19-24! 
Our time was filled with dirt and rocky paths through the countryside, prayers, 
pilgrims greetings, nature, many cathedrals both large and small, pilgrims galore, 
hardships, pain, relief, good food shared with new friends and a feeling of joy and 
excitement as we entered the Plaza del Obradoira and turned to see the majestic 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela!” What a journey it was for them!  Rachel 
took her P.E.O. Record with her! (see picture) 

Carol Austin  

Our Sister Karen Ross really put the 
fun in co-hosting for our October 

Chapter F-RI meeting.  Gravestone brownies made us won-
der if we would have " Death by Chocolate "  or maybe we 
would be swept away on a "Mozzarella and Pretzel Adven-
ture "? Thank you Karen for the endearing and entertaining 
presentation. 

Ann M. Heath  

H-NH/Keene 

F-RI/Providence 
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Our chapter has been active throughout COVID and beyond. Inspired to keep 
our friendships close yet socially distanced, we gathered casually on the 

Amherst Green every decent Thursday with lunch and a chair! Business meetings 
and two successful fun(d)raising auctions were held throughout the pandemic via 
Zoom.  
   Returning to in-person meetings, programs have included a history of rug 
hooking with a delightful demonstration by our very own Ginger Searle. 
    A fun summer BIL pool party was held at the home of Barbara Burke, 
complete with a gigantic slip and slide! 
    A fall informal gathering at the Squam Lake home of Anita 
Swanson challenged members to climb Rattlesnake Mountain. 

The brave ones enjoyed a breathtaking view and are holding a 
copy of the P.E.O. Record, Where in the World is the 
Record? 
    Recently we held a beautiful Ceremony of Initiation 
(COI), which brought us new sisters Maureen Minner and 
JoAnn Markwardt. New interest groups have been 
formed and all are delighted to see life return to 
a new normal. 

Linda Morsheimer 

The perfect personification of 
P.E.O. stood before sisters of 

Chapter A, Bangor; Chapter B, Bangor; and Chapter 
K, Ellsworth; on Tuesday, October 11, at the 
Buchanan Alumni House on the campus of the 
University of Maine in Orono. 

    The event, hosted by Chapter B with the 
assistance of Lola Orcutt, was the chapters’ 
Combined Luncheon. 

And that special person addressing us was Dr. Julia 
Watkins, a returning sister of Chapter B, warmly 
welcomed home following years of service 
celebrating, educating and motivating women, 
everywhere. 

   Using slides along with her notes, Julia took us 
through the many difficulties she has faced, as well as 
the more pleasant aspects of her work, as a female administrator in a predominantly man’s world and, most especially, bringing 
the idea of education for all-- particularly women, young and old-- to the citizens of Bulgaria. 

    Unable to do justice to Julia’s resume in this space, those of you who can Google will enjoy reading about this dynamic 
woman whose smile, literally, lights up and room, and whose love of education knows no bounds. 

   The realization of how fortunate sisters of Chapter B are in being able to meet, in person, during this difficult health period in 
our lifetime, caused us to pause and, literally, give thanks when 18 of us gathered on Tuesday, October 25, at the Shrine Hall 
in Bangor, hosted by Mary Ingalls and Pat Sears.  It was President Kim Nagle who pointed that out as we were able to initiate 
Mary Ingalls and Rebecca Dauphinee into our P.E.O. sisterhood. Both new sisters noted how much they appreciated this truly 
special moment in their lives. 

    And now we look forward to our next, major, in-person event: Our annual November auction, which is our chapter’s major 
fundraiser, of which we are so very proud. 

 Joni White and Lola Orcutt 

F-NH/Amherst 

B-ME/Bangor 
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Our Chapter recently held an initiation 
ceremony for two new members, Eileen Hulsey 

and Christina Logan, who previously had been admitted by 
acclamation.  We were privileged to have with us Roxana Whitner of 
Chapter DC-Arkansas, the sister who recommended Eileen to us. Roxana 
is Chair of Reciprocity for Arkansas State Chapter. 

Pictured in the photo left to right are Roxana, Eileen, Christina, and 
Chapter D President Angie Plesce.   It was wonderful to be able to 
perform the Ceremony of Initiation in person! 

Sandy Barnett 

MESSAGE FROM INTERNATIONAL:   

 

Please be aware of cyber criminals sending fraudulent emails that appear to come from P.E.O., including your 
state, provincial or district chapter officers. We understand these emails are concerning to you. They are to us 
as well. These emails may ask you to share information regarding P.E.O. members in your chapter or request 
that you send gift cards for charity. If you have any questions about the validity of an email, please call your 
state, provincial or district chapter president or contact the P.E.O. Executive Office. 

  

It is important to remember that P.E.O. will never: 

ask for emailed lists of member information (P.E.O. already has your chapter’s membership information) 

ask for gift cards for charity fundraising (though chapters may choose to send gift cards to specific Cottey 
students) 

request electronic payment information in an email (only secured websites are used for processing 
contributions, supply orders and convention registration fees) 

  

If you receive any of these fraudulent emails, DO NOT RESPOND TO OR FORWARD THE EMAILS. 

DELETE THE EMAILS IMMEDIATELY and separately notify your state, provincial or district chapter 

president. 

Election season is upon us along with holiday fundraisers. This is a good time to remind sisters of 
P.E.O.'s circularization policy. The following piece is directly from International.  Thank you all for 
your meetings and for your continued respect with P.E.O. sisters' emails. 

Circularization 
Members provide us with their contact information with the understanding that they will not 

receive "unsolicited" or mass emails from P.E.O. members. Please respect their trust in us and do 

not use lists to circularize your opinions or solicit without required permission. This rule is in place 

strictly for the protection of our members and to limit solicitation, which could quickly get out of 

control if each member had an interest to explore. 

D-RI/Newport 
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Happy Fall Sisters!   This year was one of the most beautiful New England falls in recent history.  The 

foliage, weather and P.E.O. sisterhood have been spectacular! This time of year is a busy one for the sisterhood.  
October marks Go Find the Others Month, Reciprocities are hosted in each of our four states, official visits are 
underway and many chapters are enjoying the treats of fall with creative outings and social gatherings. NED IS 
VITAL and if that isn’t enough, our recent mid-year membership statistics have us tracking ahead of goal.  The 
Membership Committee has been working hard with Membership Chairs to reach out to inactives, non-
participating members, unaffiliates and referrals of non P.E.O.’s. YOUR diligence and enthusiasm is paying off in 
spades.  We will continue to highlight these themes throughout this year.  In order to make the most of our next 
few months, please read the below tips on how to keep chapters vibrant, sisters engaged and growth on an 
upward trend. Enjoy this time of year and enjoy each other.  Thank you for your P.E.O. hearts ladies – what an 
incredible district! 
 
HOW DO WE RE-ENGAGE A NONPARTICIPATING MEMBER? 
• Give her a job. 
• Find out what her life situation is. 
• Recognize her talents. 
• Identify the connection she needs. 
• Establish communication with her, using the type of communication vehicle she prefers. 
• Encourage her to participate in your small interest groups, social activities and fundraisers. 
• Identify her P.E.O. WHY? 
 
CHAPTER GROWTH FACTORS 
• Initiating new members 
• Transferring in unaffiliates 
• Communication with nonparticipating, nonresident and inactive sisters 
• Showing loving concern to all members 
 
WHERE TO FIND POTENTIAL SISTERS 
• In your social groups 
• Co-workers 
• Friends and family 
• Project applicants and their female relatives 
• Former Cottey students 
• Neighbors 
                    Carrie Yakola, NED Organizer 

Tidbits from the Vice President . . . 

~ The Holiday Season is a perfect time to reach out to your Chapter’s inactive sisters!  Need ideas on how to 
reach out? Add them to the holiday card distribution list. Invite to a holiday gathering. Assign an active sisters 

to be a Secret Santa's to share phone calls, cards, cookies or some other token.  

~ 5 months to go before officers for 2023-2024 year will be installed. NOW is the time to start scoping out who 
might be right for an office.  Don’t forget you can job share (my Chapter H-VT does for Recording Secretary)!  
This is also a perfect time to job shadow.  AND year-end reporting will be all electronic which will be easier as 
well. 

~ Our Paid Assistant Treasurer would really, really appreciate it if your chapter send in the contributions to the 
projects sooner than later.  Doing this now helps reduce the amount of work for Stephanie has to do in Febru-
ary and March. 

~ Pay your DUES now – help your treasurer save time and money – imagine no dues notices, no rushing 
around on the 28th of February, and no chasing sisters for payment.  Your treasurer and chapter will love you 
for it! 

Barbara Rainville, NED Vice President 



 

 THE FORUM October  2022 ~ ~ THANKS FOR THE STAR AND ITS MESSAGE 6 

Happy Anniversary to the following chapters in November: 

Lovingly in P.E.O.,  Jeanine Hoyenski, NED Secretary 
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Happy Autumn from your NED Cottey College Committee.  Once again we are 

into an academic year.  As a first year member, it is my duty to keep you informed of the support we provide for our 

philanthropy Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri since 1927.  Make sure our newest sisters are made aware of this project 

and our involvement. 

  

Historically, the NED supports Wheatlake Suite through the Adopt-a-Suite Program with packages of goodies and useful 

items young women need 4 times per academic year.  For that we have a rotation schedule.  This year the assigned 

chapters are:   

 
But any sister or chapter can donate to the students at any time if you so wish.  Keep in mind that funds directed to a 

specific student may compromise her financial assistance so is not advised.  The college is aware of need so has created a 

Cottey Cupboard. 

  

Here are suggestions for your chapter to consider from ROSE MOHLER | Alumnae and P.E.O. Relations 

Assistant  with a thought about the fact that sending items can be costly so gift cards make more sense: 

 

Cottey Cash 

“universal Cottey gift card” 

One Cottey Cash Dollar = One USD 

Cottey Cash can be sent to individual students or to suites 

To order, mail a check to Shaun West in the Student Life office or, if using a credit card, you may use the form on our 

website. 

  

Cottey Cupboard 

The Cottey Cupboard holds personal hygiene items- shampoos, conditioners, razors, shaving creams, feminine products, 

soaps, laundry soap, toothbrush, tooth paste, etc.  

  

On the food side, we actually have a refrigerator and freezer as well! Though, that would be very hard to ship items! We 

are not too picky on foods! The students use and appreciate any and all donations! Easy prep meals for the suites and 

snacks are greatly appreciated! I always try to remind people we love gluten free and vegan food donations as well.  

  

We had several chapters ask us to create an Amazon list for them to directly buy the supplies that was needed and have it 

sent to the college directly. We created that list and it can be found here---- https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/

ls/2PHU577MLXWBJ?ref_=wl_share 

  

 Gift Cards 

·         Purchase a gift card to from one of the national chain restaurants that students have in Nevada. The following 

national chains are located in Nevada and accept gift certificates: Domino’s Pizza, Pizza Hut, McDonald’s, Burger King, 

Sonic, and Walmart. You may purchase these gift cards at your home store and mail the certificate to the student. The 

closest Starbucks and Target locations are 60 miles south.  

·         You mentioned Woods grocery store. We also have a Dollar General close to campus. 

  

Finals Week Packages  

Please order by Thursday, November 17, 2022, for fall and Thursday, April 20, 2023, for spring. Online ordering is 

available from August 1-November 17, 2022, for the fall semester and February 1-April 20, 2023, for the spring semester. 

October     K-ME 

Nov/Dec    Q-NH 

Jan/Feb     R-NH 

Mar/Apr    F-RI 

When addressing mail to an entire suite, please format the address as: 
(Suite Name) 

COTTEY COLLEGE 
1000 W. Austin Blvd. 

Nevada, Missouri 64772 

  

{continued on Page 8] 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PHU577MLXWBJ?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PHU577MLXWBJ?ref_=wl_share
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To order by phone please contact Ms. Shaun West at 417-667-6333, est. 2126.  The cost is $25. Packages include chips, 

nuts, cheese and crackers, gum, full-size candy bars, granola bars, two pieces of fruit, usually an apple and an orange, along 

with a variety of other snacks. Care packages are distributed to the students before studying begins for finals week! 

 

All proceeds from the sale of finals week care packages support the Nancy Denman Student Life Scholarship, awarded 

annually to one or two Cottey students. Dr. Denman was the coordinator of counseling at Cottey, an alumna, and a P.E.O. 

She lost her fight with breast cancer in January 2005. 

  

You can learn more at www.cottey.edu/peo/support-students/   

  

Remember when you were a student maybe far from home?  Surprise gifts of any kind are so welcome.  Thank you for your 

support of our Cottey girls. 

  

Ann Barker, F-NH, NED Cottey Committee, Cottey Alumni-Class of ‘77 

{continued from Page 7] 

“Chapter H/NH is so proud of our STAR Scholarship winner, 
Kiera McLaughlin, Keene, NH, who is majoring in International 
Relations with a minor in Journalism at Mount Holyoke College in 
South Hadley, Massachusetts. Kiera is kind, thoughtful and 
passionate about so many issues. She was active in journalism, 
women’s  issues, governmental affairs and was on the track team 
at Keene High School last year. She worked as an intern at The 
Keene Sentinel her senior year as well as at T.J. Maxx. Kiera 
previously had worked on a number of state and national political 
campaigns. We were so honored to get to know Kiera and talk with 
several teachers, coaches and community members who have seen 
firsthand Kiera’s positive impact on her school, community and 
state. We believe her future is very bright indeed!” 

Jennifer Hubbard is a member of Chapter A-ME and 

involved on the NEDC finance committee. Born in Missouri, she grew up and lived in places throughout the Midwest for 
most of her life. First introduced to P.E.O. by the mom of a high school friend and second mom, Pamela Schlemmer, 
Chapter Eternal (2022).  

Jennifer is a woman who loves education and even considered Cottey College for 
her undergraduate education as she lived about an hour from the campus and is a 
first-generation college student. She ended up earning a Bachelor's degree in 
Multicultural Education from the University of Missouri, a Master's Degree in 
Counseling from Minnesota State University, and her Doctorate in Educational 
Leadership and Policy Analysis from the University of Missouri. She currently works 
in K-12 schools across northern and downeast Maine providing psychological 
evaluations as a way to create successful academic environments for students.  

Jennifer is the mom to her daughter Porter and bonus son Devon (both are 
sophomores in college). She lives with her wife Kris Burton in Veazie, Maine. In her newly found free time as an empty 
nester, she likes to travel, garden, and spend the fall canning and pressing apple cider. 

http://www.cottey.edu/peo/support-students/
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As many of you know, Hurricane Ian left a trail of destruction in Florida, with lives lost and 

changed forever. Many of our P.E.O. sisters have experienced the heartbreaking loss of 

property, prized possessions and most of all peace of mind. While we cannot change what has 

happened, we in the North East District have the opportunity to support our Florida sisters in 

a direct and impactful way.  Thanks to President Susan Holak, we have direct contact with the 

Florida chapters most significantly impacted by Hurricane Ian.    

We have been asked to provide gift cards in the suggested amount of $25 that will help 

sisters to start to move through this tragedy.  If your chapter would like to support the 

Florida sisters, please reach out to me directly at tdriscoll2@gmail.com  and I will assign you a 

specific chapter to help. We want this to be as easy as possible for sisters to receive our gifts, 

so please contact me by November 18.  

Thank you in advance for any support you can provide. Here in New England we have been 

through some tough storms and I know we are all sending our prayers and support to our 

Florida sisters. 

Tricia Driscoll, NED Treasurer 

The FORUM Chapter Newsletter 
Guidelines for Submission of Local Chapter News Articles 

 
Please follow the guidelines below: 

All submissions must be accompanied by the following identifying information: 
The chapter letter and state 
Name, telephone and email of a contact person 

Submissions shall be no longer than three hundred (300) words, unless approved by the editor. 
Submissions must be submitted in electronic format using WORD (.docx) or WORD compatible 

formats. 
Four (4) photos with identifying information may be included with each submission and must be in 

digital format (Jpeg, Png, etc.), unless approved by the editor. 
No more than one submission per local chapter will be accepted per issue, unless approved by the editor. 

 
Content Suggestions  

When submitting an article, please keep in mind the following suggestions: 
Include Who, What, When, Where and Why 
Use full names whenever possible 
Do not include chapter items for sale. 
Be positive and informative 
Be sure to review your submission carefully. 

 
Schedule of Submissions 

• Local Chapter News submissions must be submitted to the editor by the 25th of each month. 
• A link to each issue will be emailed on the first of each month. 
• Please send all submissions to the editor (Lola Orcutt) at: lorcutt.peo@gmail.com 
• The editor reserves the right to remove, return or not publish any material deemed inappropriate. 

mailto:tdriscoll2@gmail.com
mailto:lorcutt.peo@gmail.com

