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Northeast District Chapter—P.E.O. Sisterhood 

 Monthly Chapter Newsletter of the District  

It’s ‘wicked’ hot! It’s ‘wicked’ humid’! The lawns are ‘wicked’ burnt! We ‘scream’ for ice 
cream and we scream for rain!  How do we show sisterly love and care during these 

days? Here are some cool suggestions: 

> Bring some milk shakes when you visit sisters in an ‘assisted living facility. 

> Schedule an ‘ice cream’ gathering (e.g., make your own Sundae) with your sisters in 

your back yard or at your favorite ice cream stand. 

> Perhaps schedule a ‘root beer float’ time on your deck with some sisters. 

> Iced tea ‘sweetened or ‘unsweetened’ quenches your thirst and is great to share 

with your sisters. 

> Zoom a cool event with sisters (e.g., with any of the above) 

> Have a hybrid gathering with your sisters (e.g.  with any of the above) 

There are an infinite variety of ways to share ‘coolness’ with your sisters!  Please share some of your suggestions for keeping 
‘cool’ with your sisters during these ‘dog days of summer’!  Do any of you know the official dates for these ‘dog days of 

summer’? 

I hope you also enjoyed the sparking brilliance of the summer night sky on July 4!  Here are two reminders: two things you can 

do yourself on a hot summer’s day: 

Reminders: 

July marks the return of the beautiful COI.  Welcome all new members with it!  Sisters initiated by affirmation from Sept. 1, 2020 
– June 30, 2022, shall be conferred with the ceremony before Dec. 31, 2022.  Please take a moment to watch the 

‘Ceremony of Initiation” Video on the International website.  Please take notice of the changes! 

The P.E.O. Bed and Breakfast Program resumes, starting July 1, 2022. International will update the B & B listings as your 

information is received.  Support our P.E.O. projects as you have fun traveling this summer! 

Two things you can do yourself on a hot summer’s day: 

Be sure to frequently check the P.E.O. International website for revisions to policies and procedures and forms, as we gradually 

emerge from the COVID 19  guidelines: https://members.peointernational.org/  ( you will need to enter your password) 

Be sure to frequently check out headlines from P.E.O. International.  You can now watch the video: 

https://members.peointernational.org/news-events/peo-international-news/headlines-international-chapter 

(you will need to enter your password) 

 

Happy Summer Days, in P.E.O. Love, 

Susan 
Susan Holak, C-NH 

NED President 

https://members.peointernational.org/
https://members.peointernational.org/news-events/peo-international-news/headlines-international-chapter
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Chapter A Vermont, founded in February 1942, has been celebrating its 80th 
birthday this year.  At our June 

social meeting, held at the lakeside home of Becky and Joe 
Brayden, we followed our potluck supper with a beautiful 

commemorative 
cake.   We also 
donned “80”-shaped 
glasses for some fun 
and silly pictures.  

(See photos.) 

We continued to pay honor to our founders at our July 11 meeting.   For 
refreshments, Claudia Gwilliam served two cakes that she imagined our 
sisters in the 40’s might have enjoyed and served at meetings.   One 

was a “Lazy Daisy Cake”, a yellow cake with broiled coconut topping, popular in the 1930’s and beyond.  The other 
cake, “Wacky Cake”, took into consideration that this was WWII and many food items were rationed.   Both cakes were 

delicious and you would never guess that the tender chocolate 

“Wacky Cake” contained no eggs, butter, or milk. 

Following the dessert, we were invited to sit down with a cup of tea 
and enjoy the peaceful , up-lifting, and sometimes amusing 
experience of listening to poetry being read by Polly Garcia of our 
chapter and her 
mother, Tara 
Veleny, of Chapter 
C Vermont.   

Chapter A’s program theme this year is “Peace in Our World and 
Within.”  Polly and Tara demonstrated beautifully how much serenity 
and hope can come from taking a break from our stressful world with 

“Poetry Teatime.” 

We are looking forward to finding more ways to celebrate, grow, and 

spread peace with all of our P.E.O. Sisters. 

Anne Kreisel 

L to R: Kathy Borie, Elaine Hubert, 

Becky Brayden, Anne Kreisel 

L to R: Heather Woodworth, Sally Watts, Charlotte 

Kenney, Becky Brayden, Jane Cross, Susan 

Jenkins, Kathy Borie, Byrd Prentiss 

L to R: Debra Jangraw, Andy Kenney, Cindy Cowie, 

Becky Davis, Donna Fellinger, Polly Garcia 

Celebratory Cakes 
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Sisters of Chapter  K-Maine have 
been enjoying in-person meetings 

and summer socials. We raised $1750 from our July 3 pie sale! When Mary 
Ellen Jones turned 92, we surprised her with a birthday cavalcade, with 
balloons, flowers, and much honking. 
  
Gardeners in our group enjoyed a trip to the Asticou and Thuya Gardens on 
Mt. Desert Island followed by lunch at the Nor’easter.  Our summer plans 
include kayaking on Flanders Pond, a trip to the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller 
Garden, and a new mahjong group.  
  

Summer sister Alice Burmeister gave a program on African textiles at our June meeting. 
From her extensive collection, she showed samples of traditional handwoven textiles as well 
as modern printed cloth. The modern prints featured exuberant colors and design motifs 
such as cell phones and computers.  Traditional fabrics included strip-woven cottons and 
hand-dyed indigos with small areas blocked out by starch resists, tying, or stitching to 

remain white. 
Some of the designs, such as “the eye of my rival,” had personal meaning for the 
wearer. Our P.I.P. scholar, Toyin Adekanmbi, participated via Zoom. Alice guessed from 
Toyin’s name that she was Yoruba. Alice included Yoruba textiles in her PowerPoint.  

Merry Post 

Chapter Q-NH had a real thrill of pride to see this 
beautiful photo of Madeleine Albee on her graduation day at the University of 
Maryland with a B.S. in Environmental Policy Marketing.  She is with her father 
Stephen Albee.  They are the son and granddaughter of our beloved Deb Albee, a 
Past President of Q.   Maddie was awarded a Star Scholarship in her senior year of 
high school,-- the first Star Scholar that Q had ever supported.   
  
Diann Osgood and Linda Rousseau, both of chapter Q-NH, discovered that they were 
both residents of Webster-at-Rye, an Assisted Living community in Rye, NH.  Linda 
has an apartment in the Assisted Living section and Diann is in the Skilled Nursing 
section.  Diann moved here from Florida to be near her daughters, and she has 

recently transferred from Chapter DN
-Florida to Q-NH.  Recently Webster-
at-Rye treated its Nursing residents to a picnic lunch by the sea at New Castle 
Common in New Castle, NH.   Linda arranged to go along with them and share 
the outing with Diann.  Now they are putting up posters, hoping to find more 
P.E.O.s at Webster and have some social time together.  
 

Linda Rousseau 
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Sisters of Chapter B travelled to beautiful Stockton Springs on Tuesday, July 19, for a 
luncheon meeting hosted by Marlo Bradford at her home overlooking the harbor where the 

fleet of the Yacht Club members rose and fell with the waves, silently awaiting their skippers. 

 

Much to our delight, it was not just one sister who welcomed 
and hosted us, but three, as Marlo introduced us to her 
husband’s cousins, Susan Farris of Chapter J-Tennessee, 

and Diane Charney of Chapter J-Maine. 

 

Following the luncheon of salad, sandwiches and Key Lime 
Pie, co-hosted by Kathy Allen and Kay Blanchard, President 
Kim Nagle called the meeting to order and, even with guests 
in attendance, the Guard was able to reply, “Madam 

President, all present are entitled to remain.” 

 

The meeting included a Memorial Service for Lois Neally, who has joined Chapter Eternal (after 50+years of sisterhood.) 

Additionally, we were presented information about our first candidate for a P.E.O. Scholar Award, Madeleine Coffey, 
granddaughter of our sister, Pamela Coffey-Paine.  Maddie, who will be attending medical school next year, is also our first, and 

only, Star Scholarship recipient. 

 

Now that Covid restrictions are easing, plans were also made to host a BIL party in August, which Polly Kaiser offered to host at 

her lakeside home on Branch Lake in Ellsworth.  

Joni White and Lola Orcutt 

Chapter C- RI 
recently had a 

wonderful meeting of celebration for many P.E.O. milestones. 
Dee Kolb and Melissa Steadman were welcomed with our first 
Ceremony of Initiation in over two years! It was a wonderful event 

supported by our 
Initiation Team that felt 
like a return to what we 
all love about P.E.O. 
These two new sisters 
are very special- Dee 
was initiated by 
affirmation previously and served as one of the 
Chapter C delegates to the NED Convention! 
Melissa comes to us as a long-time friend of 
Chapter C sisters Kelly McLinden and Jenn 

Spira.   
 
President Amy Hubertus was also able to       
give Hanna Petrie her official P.E.O. pin- so 
special! The night was rounded out with a 
special presentation to Molly Duncan in 
celebration of her 60th year in P.E.O.!  

 
Chapter C is truly blessed to have all of these 
women as sisters!  

Tricia Driscoll 

L to R: Melissa Steadman, Amy Hubertus, Dee Kolb 

L to R: Hannah Petrie and 

President Amy Hubertus 

L to R: Jenn Spira, Kelly McLinden, 

Melissa Steadman 

C-RI Initiation Team 
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On Monday July 11th, Chapter I honored our golden girl 
Marion Rector. In preparation for the event members of 

Chapter I, as well as members of Marion’s previous Chapter (F), provided cards filled with 
their memories of her.   Some sisters provided donations.  During the meeting, Marion was 
presented with her 50 year certificate from NEDC and a 50 year pin guard.  We thanked 
her for her commitment to abiding friendship and those virtues symbolized by our star.  And 
Marion was then surprised with more of a celebration.  A lovely bouquet of flowers was 
given to her along with numerous cards, a P.E.O. necklace, an antique plate with daisies 
on it an a fused glass daisy suncatcher.  We pointed out to Marion that based on the 
response from her current and former sisters it is clear her influence runs deep and that 
many women have very fond feelings towards her and truly appreciate her commitment and 
dedication to our sisterhood. There was more than one of us who had “something in our 
eye” following this moment with Marion. 
 

Elizabeth Beck 

TIDBITS from Barb Rainville, NED Vice President 

~Time for your Cottey and STAR chairs to partner up and begin contacting your local high school 
guidance counselors.  Your chapter’s Cottey Chair can share information about Cottey and your 

STAR chair can speak about the scholarship.  Get on those calendars!  The Cottey Committee or the 
International website will have plenty of information if you need it. 

~ Hosting Reciprocity this fall?  Don’t forget to notify the Executive Board.  We’d love to come in 
person if we can or join via Zoom. 

From the NED Membership Committee 
 
DID YOU KNOW????  You can listen to The P.E.O. Record by downloading the abridged issue from 
the P.E.O. International website.  This is generously provided by Chapter DO, Missouri.   
 
What a benefit for sisters who are visually challenged or those who just enjoy being read to.  Go to the 
member page of the P.E.O. website and click on the ‘News and Events’ tab.  The Record is the first 
menu item. It can be listened to on a cell phone or other mobile device.  It would only take a few 
minutes during a chapter meeting – in person or online – to demonstrate how to download.   
 
Please make your sisters aware of this feature to enhance communications and information for all. 
 
Submitted by 
Mary Beth Smith, D-RI, PDP 
Carrie Yakola, J-ME, NED Committee Adviser 
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ORGANIZER UPDATES:  Chapter Vitality Coaches!      

Chapter ideas? Concerns?  Need to bounce something off a Board Member?  Sisters, if you have ideas or 
concerns regarding chapter vitality, please reach out to Joyce Tomecko, CVC (joycetomecko@yahoo.com) or 
Carrie Yakola, Organizer (ccyakola@gmail.com).  We are here to provide sisters with an avenue for authentic 
conversations.  Chapter Vitality is important for all of us!  Please feel free to reach out with ANY questions.  If 
you are interested in becoming a CVC, we’d LOVE to hear from you too! 

 

P.E.O. CHAPTER MAP!  
 
Have you moved or has your schedule changed? 

Do you know a P.E.O. who has moved? 

Are you living elsewhere during the year? 

Has your friend relocated and not yet connected with a chapter? 

May 2022 NED Story: NEDC President Sue Holak received an inquiry from a Washington state sister who 
had just moved to Concord and wanted to be introduced to a local chapter. The local Concord chapter 
president reached out to welcome the new sister to the area and introduce her to local P.E.O.’s. Sisters, a 
GREAT way to leverage technology is to use the CHAPTER MAP! 

How to access the Chapter Map:  

cut and paste this URL into your browser: https://members.peointernational.org/map 

log onto the international website with user id: sisterhood and password: seven2022.   
Place your mouse on the sentence at the top of the page: “Click here to access a larger version of the 

Chapter Map tool.” This will pull up options to click and you can access the actual map from here! 

Carrie Yakola, J-ME 
NED Organizer 

Dear Sisters,  
  
Thank you for your assistance and quick action to help make chapters aware of the data breach of P.E.O. information. Your loving 
concern is helping to protect our members from this phishing scam, a common type of fraud. We understand this is very concerning 
to you, our sisters. It is to us as well. 
  
We’ve been made aware the phishing scam has been expanded to now include emails being sent to state, provincial and district (s/
p/d) chapter officers appearing as though they are coming from the s/p/d president. The ask is the same in this message as previ-
ously—gift cards for charity. The P.E.O. IT Department is continuing to investigate the origins. 
  
We posted a news article on the P.E.O. International member website and on the official P.E.O. International social media channels 
last night. Please consider sharing the post on your s/p/d social media outlets to help educate and protect our members.  
  
Thank you again for your support. 
  
Kathy Soppe 
Executive Director 
International Chapter of the P.E.O. Sisterhood 

https://members.peointernational.org/map
https://members.peointernational.org/chapter-map-full-screen
https://members.peointernational.org/chapter-map-full-screen
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School’s Out for Summer- But Our Focus on Education Isn’t! 

I love summer! For me, summer has always meant lots of time outside, some really great food and most of all lots of time with 
friends and family. Summer also means that coming soon is the start of school- a beginning for many families.  In the P.E.O. 
world, the start of school always serves to remind me about our focus on supporting women in the pursuit of their education- 
where ever they may be on their educational journey. Our mission to celebrate, motivate and EDUCATE women rings true at all 

times of the year. 

As your chapter enjoys the lazy, hazy days of summer, this is a good time to review the P.E.O. Projects to think about how you 
might find great candidates. Maybe you are having a summer social- why not invite some previous awardees? This also may be 
a good opportunity to invite potential candidates to learn about P.E.O. as well as about the amazing opportunities our projects 

offer. 

Sometimes it is hard to remember all of the details of the six projects (including Cottey) that our sisterhood supports. P.E.O. 
International has developed a great tool with an overview of each of the projects. You can easily access it on the international 
website by using this link: https://www.peointernational.org/sites/www.peointernational.org/files/
project_fact_chart_color_4.2022_final.pdf 
Another way to share information about the P.E.O. Projects is having a program at one of your chapter meetings. My chapter 
recently had a great program on the projects- thanks to Fredz Peigelbeck of C-RI for sharing it! It was a quick quiz about the 

projects- only 15 questions! How many can you get right? Answers below. 

Please take some time to learn more about our projects- they are the foundation of our mission to provide financial support for 

all women seeking to improve themselves through education. 

Tricia Driscoll, C-RI 
NED Treasurer 

P.E.O. Projects—Test Your Knowledge! 

Choose from the following possible answers: 
ELF Educational Loan Fund (current rate is 2%; maximum loan for bachelor’s or non-degree  
 accredited program is $12,000, for master’s it is $15,000 and for doctoral it is $20,000) 
IPS  International Peace Scholarship  
PCE Program for Continuing Education 
PSA P.E.O. Scholar Award ($20,000 award) 
STAR STAR Scholarship ($2,500 award) 
ALL All of the above! 
 

1. ____ Applications must be accepted at an accredited U.S. or Canadian institution 
2. ____ Scholarship for international women to pursue graduate studies in the U.S. or Canada 
3. ____ Provides a low interest loan to qualified applicants 
4. ____ Applicant must have 2 qualified co-signers 
5. ____ Applicant meets a minimum credit score of 625 
6. ____ Applicant is a citizen of a country other than the U.S. or Canada 
7. ____ Applicant is pursuing a doctoral level degree 
8. ____ Online submission of applications only 
9. ____ Limit of one applicant per chapter per year 
10. ____ Provides need-based grant to women whose education has been interrupted 
11. ____ Maximum scholarship is $3,000 
12. ____ Maximum scholarship is $12,500 
13. ____ Scholarship for outstanding high school seniors 
14. ____ Requires 3 letters of recommendation 
15. ____ Applicants must be within 18 consecutive months of completing her program 

ANSWERS  1-ALL, 2-IPS, 3-ELF, 4-ELF, 5-ELF, 6-IPS, 7-PSA, 8-ALL, 9-STAR, 10-PCE, 11-PCE, 12-IPS, 13-STAR, 14-PSA, 15-PCE 

https://www.peointernational.org/sites/www.peointernational.org/files/project_fact_chart_color_4.2022_final.pdf
https://www.peointernational.org/sites/www.peointernational.org/files/project_fact_chart_color_4.2022_final.pdf

