
 

 THE FORUM September 2021 ~ ~ LET’S FOLLOW THE PATH OF STARS WHO HAVE LED US 1 

Northeast District Chapter—P.E.O. Sisterhood SEPTEMBER 2021 
Volume XXXI,  Issue 5 

 Monthly Chapter Newsletter of the District  

 
Happy Fall to you!! 

I want to say again how much I enjoyed last month's Forum articles. I was particularly excited with all of the great 
chapter happenings throughout the District. They all point to just how wonderful our Sisterhood is. Thanks again for your 
submissions and a special thanks to Lola for all of her hard work. 

 Last weekend we wrapped up the Convention of International Chapter. It was a very long and arduous 
amendment process, but we prevailed. There were many changes to the Constitution, which will be sent out by 
International in the Record and are on the International website( see the link below.) Brenda Atchison, President (now 
Past) of International Chapter, did a remarkable job with the process. Thank you PDPs and Delegates for the time that 
you put in representing us at the virtual convention. Sue Holak and I were right there voting with you, Barb Rainville, 
Carrie Yakola, and Tricia Driscoll offered us all moral support, as they listened in. I also want to mention 
and congratulate Lola Orcutt on being a member of the Minutes Committee, that must have been quite a task. There were 
also many wonderful workshops and other events to attend. My favorite was the Projects Night. Cathy Moss, Second (now 
First) Vice President, did a wonderful job presenting the marvelous work accomplished by each philanthropy. It is all 
thanks to the work that each sister does, which supports our mission of "Women Helping Women Reach for the Stars." 
We are working on a Zoom presentation that you will all be invited to, so that we can share the highlights of the 
Convention with you. International has stated that the Delegates will not present to individual chapters this year due to 
COVID, therefore we will offer this as an alternative. As well, anyone could have attended the CIC. 

https://members.peointernational.org/resource/cic-highlights 

 Unfortunately, the NEDC website is still down. The company Aureon that we were using, unexpectedly and without 
notice stopped the hosting service. The Executive Board is working with Lisa Ambrosio, our Webmaster, and PDPs, Lola 
Orcutt and Ann Dederer to find a new host and rebuild our site. Thank you, to all three for your time and efforts on this 
issue. This is going to be a time consuming task and will not be a short term project. We will do our best to keep everyone 
informed through your Board Buddies and of course, the Forum. As well, while the NED website is in transition, please 
encourage sisters to read the NED Facebook page (see below) and reference the International website. Much of the 
information provided on NED's site comes directly from the International website. Please ask your chapter sisters if they 
have any website design experience and let your Board Buddy know right away. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/nedchapters 

 Your Executive Board is excited about joining your Fall Reciprocity meetings and sharing some Membership thoughts 
with all of you. Thank you for working hard to stay together and work through these difficult times. We need each other 
more than ever right now. 

Lovingly in P.E.O., 

Vi Lunderville 

NEDC President 

 

https://members.peointernational.org/resource/cic-highlights
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nedchapters
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Chapter K-Maine has been thinking creatively about how to get 
together during another COVID surge. Outdoor meetings are not 

possible unless we can guarantee that no members of the public will wander through. We had one 
hybrid meeting and realized social distancing is difficult. Laura Schoene did a wonderful program 
for us on how she got into collecting and 
selling antiques. Someday, when the 
pandemic abates, we hope to have a reprise 
of her “Antiques Roadshow” program.  

 Our Social Committee organized two 
terrific socials this summer. Several of us 
gathered for a picnic lunch on Thompson’s 
Island, part of Acadia National Park. A BIL 
and an MIL joined us, as well as a plucky, 
one-legged herring gull that we decided was 
our spirit animal. A bonfire social this 
month at a former granite quarry was well 
attended by sisters and several BIL’s. 
Everyone brought his or her own snacks to 
toast over the fire or not. Granite sculptures, pond lilies, and reflective water made an ideal setting. 

Merry Post 

Over the past year the pandemic has prompted many changes to the 
way our chapter functions, conducts business, and enjoys our social 

events like book club and breakfast gatherings. However, the one thing that has not 
changed is the determination of our chapter’s sisters to continue to be “women helping women 

reach for the stars.” On a spectacularly sunny 
Saturday in September at the Chester NH Town 
Fair, Chapter J sisters gathered together to sell 
cotton candy, sodas and snacks to the many 
attendees of the day. This was the first time we 
ventured forth with a major fundraiser since the 
onset of the pandemic, but with careful planning, 
support, enthusiasm and the aim to have fun in 
the process, our mission was a huge success. We 
could not have done it without the ever-present 
spirit of Chapter J's sisters helping sisters in any 
way they are able.  

Congratulations sisters! 

Maria Calabrese 
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Although COVID-19 is continuing to rear its ugly head in Maine, we 
are still doing better than most, and so we were able to have a 

directors’ meeting (in-person for us; virtual for her) with our official NEDC Organizer, Barbara 
Rainville of Lincoln, Vt.; an in-person membership luncheon; and an in-person business meeting 
on Tuesday, September 27, at the home of our president, Maddy Clough. 

 It was just so good to physically meet and greet each other again, although we were “mask-
wearing,” when needed thanks to Maddy who finds all P.E.O. necessities.  In all, 17 sisters were in 
attendance for a delicious lunch of quiche, salad and dessert provided by Kay Blanchard, Kathy 
Anderson, Mary Ingalls and Kathy Allen.  

 Our meeting, again with Barbara joining us by 
video, began with a memorial service for Betty 
Comstock, our latest sister to join Chapter Eternal, 
which was conducted by Pam Coffey-Paine, Gail 
Brown, Kathy Allen and Jane Hinckley. 

 We were pleased to learn that our chapter is in 
good financial shape, and that we are going to be able 
to continue conducting in-person meetings (Covid-
allowing) thanks to the efforts of Maddy and Barbara 
Gibson, who have been able to secure accessible space 
at locations with which their husbands are associated. 

 Following our meeting, one of the most delightful 
aspects of this gathering was the opportunity for 
Maddy to bring us up-to-date on the happenings of 
sisters unable to attend our in-person meetings. 

 And while much of the news is good, we do have 
some sisters, spouses and family members who are 

struggling with Covid and non-Covid related issues, which makes our P.E.O. openings and 
closings even more meaningful to each and every one of us. 

Joni White and Lola Orcutt 
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     Chapter A started 
the 2021-22 year last 

spring, under the energetic leadership of 
President Marianna Reeves.  Our meetings have 
remained hybrid, with some members 
participating in person, and others via ZOOM or 
telephone.   It’s not convenient, but it works to 
keep us together, and over the summer we 
managed to hold three very successful events 
while still keeping up with P.E.O. “doings.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, on July 20th, 21 of us attended a 
lovely summer “Golden Girl Party” at sister 
Hope Gower’s home, to celebrate our sweet 
Golden Girl Julie Reeves, who has been a P.E.O. 
for 66 years!!!!!!!!!!!   What a wonderful reason 
for a party!   The weather cooperated, and we 
were able to sit outside and enjoy the evening 
with a delicious pot luck salad supper, topped 
off with a 4-layer chocolate cake with raspberry 
filling and a buttercream icing.   WOW!   Was 
that ever special … and a fitting tribute to a 
lovely lady, as you can see from the photos 
below. 

 Second, in August we held our 
“sometimes-annual” Yard Sale at Kim 
MacLean’s home -- huge thanks are due to Kim 
for volunteering her house and yard once 
again!   Yard sales are a lot of work, but they are 
also fun bonding experiences, and we managed 
to “bond” for three whole days -- from 
Thursday’s schlepping goods up from the 

basement where they had been stashed, to 
Friday’s arranging and pricing, to Saturday’s 
sale and then afterwards hauling unsold stuff to 
Good Will.   It was a very successful sale, raising 
just over $1,300. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that didn’t stop our intrepid Ways & 
Means committee!   Sister Sally Arata told of an 
idea from her winter chapter in California … 
sending out invitations to an “UN-meeting,” 
basically asking our sisters the question, “How 
much are you willing to donate in order to NOT 
have another fundraiser?”   This worked 
wonders with our GENEROUS chapter 
members, and brought in over $2000! 

Now we’re at work spending all that 
money!    Recently we presented our Chapter A 
Maine Scholarship (CAMS) to Rachael Kiah 
(Husson, nursing) for a second year, as well as 
giving monetary support to our recent Star 
candidates, Hannah Jones (UVM, neuroscience) 
and Allison Robbins (UMaine); and to Mandi 
Doody (Husson, masters in mental health 
counseling); Katelyn Jordan (UMaine, masters 
in social studies); and Sierra Finnemore-Bryant 
(EMCC, medical).   

And now we’re looking forward to hosting 
this weekend’s Reciprocity meeting with a 
presentation by our NEDC officers.   It’s a busy 
time of year! 

Susan Carlisle 

Julie with her daughter (and Chap-

ter A president) Marianna Reeves. 

Hungry Sisters! 
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Another visit from Madame Marguerite! 

 
My lovely sisters, 
A Big Daisy Greeting from the Mount Pleasant Mystical Circle!  Did you know that October for 
P.E.O.’s is “Go Find the Others’ Month”? 

Ah, I sense questions from you such as: “Where are they ?” and “What can I do?” 
“MMMMMM.. looking into my crystal ball and again the mists are clearing!”  This is a great 
deal of information that answers these questions on the P.E.O. International Website:   
www.peointernational.org   Log in here.  Don’t forget to add the year: 2021 to your password!    
Once logged in, select Resource Library on the far left side.   Next, select Local Chapter 
Members, Wow!  Select New Member Resources.  There’s so much here to look at and to 
use: 

Brand Resource Center – 
 You will find Logos & Images: Zoom backgrounds, P.E.O. Founders, a variety 
of Logos, Daisies, Stars etc. 
Communication Tools: Guides, Brochures, Promotional Materials, Business 
Card Templates etc. 
Online Ordering 

Social Media 
At Local Chapter Resources, you  can also select: Membership Toolbox and click on the 
Red Tool Box (Coming soon: New Member Welcome Kit). 
 
Be sure to take some time and check out all these resources. And now: "Lets Go Find the 
Others”!!!!! 

http://www.peointernational.org
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New Hampshire P.E.O. Fall Reciprocity 

Hosted by Chapter B, Concord 

 

Will be Held in Zoom Format 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 

 

  9:30 am Business Meeting 

11:00 am Program by Ms. Ryan Burke, PhD, 
    epidemiologist and P.E.O. Scholar 
    Award Recipient, “A Shot in the 
    Arm”  Followed by Opportunity 
    for Questions 
 

Please contact Barbara Ashworth, 85 

Pleasant Hill Road, Hooksett, NH  03106, 

Telephone:  603-606-2398.  Telephone 

numbers must be included so Technical 

Support can assist you with any 

connection issues. 
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Submitted by Ginger Boittnot, Chair of the Membership Committee. 
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WELCOME TO THE P.E.O. RECIPIENT  

(GLOBAL, GALACTIC, LOCAL) UPDATE! 

  

I am pleased to introduce the featured P.E.O. Recipient of the month!  P.E.O. supports amazing 
women and the Northeast District plays a big role! By sharing past and present P.E.O. recipients 
each month, we grow our community, stretch our imaginations and carry forth our mission.  Please 
feel free to forward any updates or news from your chapters!  Enjoy reading about featured 
former PSA recipient of F-NH Kellie Cavagnaro and her work on climate change, gender and impact 
on indigenous communities! 

Carrie Yakola, NED Treasurer  

   

MINDSET IS EVERYTHING! 

  

Name: Kellie Cavagnaro 

Award: PSA 

Sponsoring Chapter: F-NH 

Degree: Joint-PhD Candidate, Fulbright Scholar at 
Vanderbilt University 

Social Media: https://www.linkedin.com/in/
kellie-cavagnaro/ 

https://vanderbilt.academia.edu/
KellieCavagnaro 

Story:  Kellie is a bi-lingual educator, cultural anthropologist and Fulbright scholar, completing 
her joint-PhD.in Anthropology and Comparative Media Analysis and Practice at Vanderbilt 
University. Her work contextualizes the relationship between expanding global media 
communications, climate change pressures and gender and power dynamics in diverse 
communities. As a dual-PhD Candidate in Anthropology and Comparative Media Analysis & Practice 
at Vanderbilt University, Kellie's multimedia dissertation examines the interplay of gender rights, 
media ecology, resource extraction and indigenous resistance in the altiplano of Peru, focused on 
Aymara communities along the shores of Lake Titicaca. Kellie’s work contextualizes the relationship 
between expanding global media communications, climate change and gendered indigenous 
relations to the landscape. Her regions of inquiry include Andean South America (PhD) and the 
Mesoamerican Highlands (MA). 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kellie-cavagnaro/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kellie-cavagnaro/
https://vanderbilt.academia.edu/KellieCavagnaro
https://vanderbilt.academia.edu/KellieCavagnaro
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A.  I received my Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Criminal 

Justice from Boston University. 

B.  I am a published author. 

C.  I have flown in the belly of an 

   Air-Refueler on an cross-      

  country refueling mission. 

 

New Theme 
for the 

2021—2023 

Biennium 
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 P.E.O. Daisy 
Notecards 

2 designs  
(8 cards total) 

$15 includes shipping  
 

Chapter G – RI 

Contact: Carolyn 
Fredrickson 

carfred@verizon.net 

508-339-5671 

 

P.E.O. Vinyl Banner 5’ X 2’ $55 

ppd  

Indoor or Outdoor Use 

Grommets on all sides 

Chapter O-NH 

Contact Roberta Holt, PDP 

robertaC1202@gmail.com 

603-744-5110 

SUN - KISSED  

SISTERS NOTECARDS  

Women helping women reach for 

the stars.  
P.E.O. CHAPTER C-ME 

FUNDRAISER  
For More Information: 

P.E.O.ChapterC.ME@gmail.com  

mailto:carfred@verizon.net
mailto:roberta1202@gmail.com
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Let's Go Fly a Kite - Handmade with Sisterly 

Love Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 

Material - Cotton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stripes - Handmade with Sisterly Love Baby 

Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonnet Girl - Handmade with Sisterly Love 

Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diamonds - Handmade with Sisterly 

Love Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 

 
 
 

Donated by the family of Connie Leslie, Chapter Eternal  
Thank you for supporting P.E.O. Projects ~ Women helping women reach for the stars. 

handmade with love ~ shipping & handling included ~ domestic 

P.E.O. CHAPTER C-ME FUNDRAISER  

For More Information: P.E.O.ChapterC.ME@gmail.com  
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 “Sisters of the Heart”  

mug with P.E.O. star on a field of 
marguerites, yellow interior and handle.     

$20 PPD.  

Checks payable to  

P.E.O., Chapter D-RI Orders  

c/o Betsy Fitzgerald  

170 Rhode Island Blvd. 

Portsmouth, RI  02871  

or BetsFitzPEO@gmail.com 

“Sisters of the Heart”  

"Fallen Leaves"  

from the Original watercolor by 

Chapter K-NH sister Marion Biron 

~ 10 cards/$15.00 shipping included ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order contact Janet Haines at 

janetmillerhaines@gmail.com 

Checks payable to Chapter K-NH 

mailto:janetmillerhaines@gmail.com
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INFINITY STAR 

ORNAMENT 

5” long made from 
cherry wood & tied with 

gold ribbon.  

Handmade by a BIL  

$20 each plus  
$3.00 shipping  

Please make checks 
payable to: Chapter  
H - VT and send to:  

 
Barbara Rainville  
598 Browns Road  
Lincoln, VT 05443  All right, sisters – are you ready for 

hugs?  I know I am!  Pre-order your 
shirt by emailing me with your shirt size 
at lauracf.peo@gmail.com and pick it up 
at convention to show that you’ve got 
open arms!   

 If you won't make it to convention 
this year and you would like a shirt, 
please ask one of your chapter sisters 
who will be there to pick up your shirt at 
convention.   

 The wholesale price for this shirt is 
$11, and any funds you choose to 
include over that amount will go to the 
Projects.  You may not want to wear it 
everywhere (except chapter meetings!), 
but every time you use it for a work shirt 
or a sleeping shirt you can feel embraced 
by your P.E.O. sisters.   

With love (and hugs), Laura C.F., F-VT, 
your freshest PDP!   

FUNDRAISING MARKETPLACE GUIDELINES 

1. Ads are limited to those for fundraising 

projects for P.E.O. or for items and services 

directly relating to the organization, which are 

not available elsewhere.  No more than 3 

pictures per ad.  Ads are available to members 

only. 

2. Each ad must include chapter identification.  

Payment for items shall be made to the 

advertising chapter, not to an individual. 

3. No commercial website addresses are to be 

included in any Fundraising Marketplace 

advertising copy.  The advertising copy may 

contain the chapter website address.  The 

website may not contain any items with the 

P.E.O. emblem (unless granted permission by 

the Executive Board per IOLC), political or 

religious items that the chapter has not 

purchased outright. 

mailto:lauracf.peo@gmail.com

