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Northeast District Chapter—P.E.O. Sisterhood DECEMBER 2021 
Volume XXXI,  Issue 8 

 Monthly Chapter Newsletter of the District  

Happy New Year !!!! May your 2022 be filled with much love, joy, and good health. 
 

I am starting off my message by sending thanks to all of you, for all that you do for our Sisterhood. 
Those of you who serve in leadership roles are deeply appreciated. Your service as officers and 
committee members help keep P.E.O. strong. As well, each of our sisters making our mission a priority, 
is what helps us to reach our goal of "Women Helping Women Reach for the Stars." Thank you to each 
of my dear sisters for your continued membership and support. 
 

International will be sending out the 2022 Winter Mailing towards the end of January, to each chapter. 
This mailing will include documents that have been revised and updated to reflect the newly adopted 
amendments at the 2021 Convention of International Convention. Also included will be 
updated philanthropic project resources and Annual Report materials for local chapter corresponding 
secretaries and treasurers. I encourage these officers to review the helpful training modules with 
instructions for completing these reports, provided on the International website.  

 
Please be reminded that it is dues time and it is important to pay your dues as soon as possible to help 
your treasurer complete her work on time. It is also a good time for me to remind everyone of the 
importance of having no Inactives. Please, Please reach out to your president if you need assistance 
with your dues and chapter presidents please remember to express a loving concern for each sister. No 
sister should go Inactive, due to a concern regarding dues. 

 
International Chapter has set a goal for this biennium that will support local chapters and members to 
focus on re-engaging and finding joy in P.E.O. The goal is as follows: 

 

- - This biennium, we encourage everyone to reconnect and renew, making our chapters places 
where sisters engage, show loving concern and find joy after the challenges of the past two years. 
                                  

- - International Chapter will support you to inspire each other, and our project applicants to Raise 
the Bar to the Stars. We hope you will share your success stories for reconnecting and renewing on 
social media using the hashtag #peoraisethebar. International will post selections on the P.E.O. 
International member website, on social media, and in The P.E.O. Record. We love sharing the 
stories of how P.E.O.s encourage women to be their best.                            [Cont’d Page 2] 
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Membership Updates: International is working on new and updated resources. 

 
- - The "Membership Development Map" is being renamed "Chapter Organization List". 

- - New Members will be invited to register via an email from International to "A New Member Fast 
Track Orientation", which is a live virtual program. 

- - An email campaign is being developed for new members during their first year of membership. 
Stay tuned for more to come on this. 
- - The "P.E.O. Wish" document is being updated and renamed "P.E.O. Chapter Eternal Preferences", it 
can be found on the website. 
- - The International member website now features a new ''live chat" option which is known as the 
"Resource Finder Assistant", this option is designed to help members   searching for information on 
the website. It is located in the lower right hand corner. 
 

Technology Updates: International is also working hard to move forward with technology 
updates. 

 
- - The QuickBooks accounting program, known as "QBE" will be receiving a major upgrade. The 
completion of the programming will be announced soon. 

- - During 2022 an electronic annual report process will be beta tested by all of the local chapters in 
the Kansas State Chapter and Alberta -Saskatchewan   Provincial Chapter. The plan is to be ready to 
implement this process in all s/p/d chapters in 2023. 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed the tidbits of news from International Chapter.  
 

I know that your chapters are working on your nominations for your 2022-2023 Local Chapter 
Officers. Please step forward and be a leader for your chapter. Remember there are some great 
training videos on the International website and that one of our goals is to Promote Leadership 
Training Resources to strengthen and increase at least 5 newly identified members to the pool of 
future leaders within the District/Sisterhood by February 28, 2022. 
 

I am looking forward to receiving and reading your President's letters which you will present to your 
local chapter sisters. Please remember to also send the NEDC Organizer, Barb Rainville a copy as 
well. 

 
Please review the District goals and see what your chapter can do to help us reach them. 

 

Lovingly in P.E.O., 
Vi Lunderville 

NEDC President 
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  Sisters of Chapter B Bangor, Maine, met for our Holiday Party on Tuesday, Dec. 
14, at the Shrine Hall in Bangor.  That 

lovely facility will be our “home” gathering place for the 
next few months, thanks to the suggestion and efforts of Barbara 
Gibson, who helped secure that site for us. 

The hostesses, Calista Hannigan, Kim Nagle, and Barbara Gibson, 
offered us delicious holiday treats for this holiday gathering served 
up in festive style. 

And while everyone was appropriately attired in genuine holiday 
colors, no one came even close to making this a fun-filled holiday 
as did Linda Allen, dressed as one of Santa’s Elves!  She was 
fantastic, head to foot! 

Maddy also read fun-filled, familiar holiday poems and sayings that 
have recently become more “female oriented;” Jane Hinckley had 
us whispering along with her while reading Robert Frost’s 
“Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening;” and some of us shared 
special Christmas memories. 

Of course, to top it off, Pam Coffey was 
at the electric keyboard to accompany us 
singing carols.  Pam had one slight 
problem:  Her keyboard came without a 
stand to hold her music.  “No problem,” 
said Kathy Allen, who promptly turned 
her chair around and held the music for 
Pam to read! 

Joni White and Lola Orcutt 
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We enjoyed a Christmas luncheon and a Christmas Quiz. The chapter sends Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year wishes to our sisters in the Northeast District. 

 

                         A Merry Christmas Quiz  
Mary and Joseph’s baby was born in a manger. Why 

was there no room at the inn? 
Who were the first to see and adore the newborn babe 

at Bethlehem?  
Which of the Gospel writers was the only one who told 

the story of the Three Wise Men?  
What was the navigational aid that guided the Wise 

Men? 
Who told the Wise Men to report back to him after 

following the star to Bethlehem? 
Santa Claus is named after what canonized saint? 
What musical instrument accompanied the first singing 

of the carol “Silent Night”? 
Who wrote the song “White Christmas”? 
Which singing cowboy popularized the song “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”? 
What were the names of the boy and girl featured in “The Nutcracker”? 
What was True Love’s gift on the fifth day of Christmas?  
What gifts did the young couple exchange in O. Henry’s “The Gift of the Magi”? 
In the song “On Christmas Day in the Morning”, how many ships came sailing in? 
In Clement Clarke Moore’s “A Visit from St. Nicholas”, Santa whistled up his team. What names did he 

shout out? 
 What was President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s favorite custom on Christmas Eve? 
 

Answers: 1. Many taxpayers had come to Bethlehem to enroll in the empire-wide census decreed by 
Caesar Augustus. 2. Shepherds 3. Matthew 4. It was a star. “The star which they saw in the east went 
before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.” (Matt 3:9) 5. It was Herod the Great. 
6. St. Nicholas of Bari. 7. The guitar! Because mice had gnawed holes in the bellows of the church organ!!! 
8. The words and music were by Irving Berlin. 9. Gene Autry 10. Fritz and Clara in Tchaikovsky’s ballet, and 
Fritz and Maria in E.T.A. Hoffman’s original tale entitled “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King”. 11. Five 
gold rings. 12. Delia sold her luxuriant brown hair to a wig maker to buy a platinum chain for Jim’s the gold 
watch. But, Jim sold his gold watch to buy Delia a set of tortoise-shell combs for her hair. But, she had sold 
her hair to buy Jim’s watch chain….!  What a sad tale! 13. Three. 14. “Now Dasher, now Dancer, now 
Prancer and Vixen. On Comet, on Cupid, on Donner and Blitzen.” 15. Reading Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol”, aloud and all the way through, to the family gathered around the fire at Hyde Park or in the White 
House! 

Carol Austin 

Back row: Avis Kopcha, Carol Lepisto (sister to Toni 
Barrett), Toni Barrett, Lenette Wilde, Carol Austin, 
Marjorie Layman, Eleanor Vander Haegen, Betty 
Ferner and Front row: Harriet Norris, Marion Daley, 
Rachel Johnson 

DID YOU KNOW . . . .  
that the 2021 P.E.O. Constitution is available on the International 

website? 

that the P.E.O. Wish form is now P.E.O. Chapter Eternal Preferences? 
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   Greetings from Chapter F-RI! Our two magical 
elves Niki Stanley (pictured with Christmas 
light halo) and Gay Dion (sporting an adorable 

Santa hat) helped Santa auction off many delightful 
gifts at our annual holiday fundraiser. Hosted by 
Gay and co-elved with Nancy Dorsey, Niki Stanley, 
and Susan Battista, the evening was full of joy and 
good cheer. Susan Wilson also had her turn at 
getting the bidding going by presenting a festive 
hot cocoa charcuterie board (included adult beverages too!) The elves made 
Swedish Meatballs, a shrimp dip, an artichoke dip as well as many delightful 
sweet treats that included homemade brittle! The Sisterly competition to 
get “that perfect gift” left a big tip for Santa to fund our Chapter 
philanthropies. 

Ann Heath 

      Chapter D-RI Fundraiser 

Ever think you have too many 
pairs of shoes?  Well, what do you think 2700 pairs of 
shoes look like? Chapter D-R.I. members began on an 
adventure to meet a goal to collect 2500 pairs of shoes as a 
fundraiser to earn $1000 for our Chapter D Scholarship fund.  

It all started with an idea in September 2021 when 
fundraiser chair, Cathy Veroneau came up with another wild 
and creative way to try to raise money.  How could we have 
a fundraiser without spending any money?  Well, everyone 
has shoes that they don’t need any more and this looked like 
a great opportunity.  There is a company called Funds2Orgs that picks up the shoes and sells them to 
entrepreneurs in third world countries who will resell them at a much more affordable price.  This allows 
people with low incomes the ability to have shoes for their families.  A win/win.   

     The catch is that you have to collect at least 2500 pairs of shoes to earn the $1000.00 prize or they will 
take $250.00 off of any lower total for shipping.  Chapter D-R.I. rolled up their sleeves and started working 
with Funds2Orgs in September.  Members began collecting all types of shoes in good condition and were 
helped by friends, neighbors, and relatives. The collecting started out slowly, but as we spread the word to 
other people about our cause we received support from some local businesses and groups in Newport.  

We knew that we needed more P.E.O. power and Cathy contacted all of the other chapters in R.I. asking for 
their help.    Every Chapter in R.I. (A, B, C, E, F, and G) pitched in and supported our project.  We met new 
sisters and felt such loving solidarity.  Over the course of the next month and through the holidays, shoes 
from all over the state were collected and stored in garages and at the final count we had over 2700 pairs.   
Finally, on December 31st twelve sisters met at a central collection location to repack all of the shoes into 
the official clear plastic bags sent to us by Funds2Orgs.  Now we are arranging for pickup as we await the 
reward of our efforts.  It was a huge project but it was also fun and wonderful to see how we can accomplish 
anything if we all work together.  A big thank you to everyone who believed and supported us in this 
project! 

Susan McCoy/Cathy Veroneau 
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Fall in New Hampshire is 
such a wonderful time of 

year.  The weather cools, 
leaves turn brilliant colors, farm stands are filled 

with apple cider and pumpkins and the famed 
Scarecrows of Chester NH come out!  For the past 
ten years the Chester Historical Society has 
produced and sold scarecrow heads and wood for 
bodies as a fundraiser.  What to do with them is 
then left to the ingenious residents of Chester.  This 
year hundreds of scarecrows were on display all 
around town during the month of October and a 
group of sisters from Chapter J/Derry took the 
opportunity to get together and take a tour. The 
first stop of the morning was at a sister's home for 
a delicious breakfast, followed by a required photo-
op with Lucy and Ethel at the chocolate candy 
factory.  The tour through town then continued for 
several hours to see scarecrows depicting Albert 
Einstein, Little Orphan Annie, The Soldiers of Iwo 
Jima, The Jetsons, Marilyn Monroe, superheroes of 
all kinds, mythical creatures, ghosts, goblins and so 
many more.  This was another great opportunity 
for our sisters to get together outside of regular 
chapter meetings.  It was a fun time which was had 
by all who attended. 

Maria Calabrese 

I am repeating the article that J-NH sent in 

last month because I forgot to add their 

picture. 

This was submitted by 

Ann Barker, F-NH.  She 

has sent it out to her 

chapter sisters and 

thought the readers of 

the FORUM might like 

it too. 
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Online courses for P.E.O. members: Opportunity for personal development and 

enrichment. 

January 10 - February 6, 2022 - Emotional Intelligence 

February 7 - 25, 2022 - Read With Cottey 

April 4-30, 2022 - Leading Highly Effective Virtual Teams  

June 6 - July 3, 2022 - Making the Most of Change 

September 9 - October 3, 2022 - Discovering Your Purpose 

$125 per course.  Register online: cottey.edu/PEO/Learning with Cottey 

 

Cottey College Vacation College:  May 22-27, 2022 

A fun way to experience Cottey for yourself!  You will live in a residence hall, 

dine in Raney Dining Room, and attend a wide selection of classes taught by 

Cottey faculty and staff.  What better way to learn about our Cottey College 

and then be able to promote Cottey to local students and counselors based 

on your own personal experience.  Vacation College is open to P.E.Os, BILs, 

alumnae, and friends of the college. 

A small sampling of classes offered in 2021 includes Native American Food 

Culture, Fishing, History of Mathematics, Genes and Heredity, Mahjong, 

Artists Co-Op, Star Gazing, Microsoft Office basics, Adventures in Travel - 

China, Ancient Civilizations of the Americas.  Something for everyone!! 

Classes for 2022 should be listed online by January 1, and online registration 

will be available starting January 19 at cottey.edu/PEO/Experience Cottey/

Vacation College.  In addition you will find more detailed information. 

Early registration by March 15 is $660 per person.  After March 15 

registration is $760 per person.  Cost includes tuition, room and board, 

recreational activities, and entertainment. 

You might remember reading in an earlier Forum about 2 of our district 

sisters who attended 2021 vacation college and had fantastic experiences to 

share.  Classes fill up quickly so if you are interested be sure to register in 

January! 

Rinda Madden, C-NH 

NED Cottey College Committee chairman 
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 P.E.O. Daisy 
Notecards 

2 designs  
(8 cards total) 

$15 includes shipping  
 

Chapter G – RI 

Contact: Carolyn 
Fredrickson 

carfred@verizon.net 

508-339-5671 

 

P.E.O. Vinyl Banner 5’ X 2’ $55 

ppd  

Indoor or Outdoor Use 

Grommets on all sides 

Chapter O-NH 

Contact Roberta Holt, PDP 

robertaC1202@gmail.com 

603-744-5110 

SUN - KISSED  

SISTERS NOTECARDS  

Women helping women reach for 

the stars.  
P.E.O. CHAPTER C-ME 

FUNDRAISER  
For More Information: 

P.E.O.ChapterC.ME@gmail.com  

mailto:carfred@verizon.net
mailto:roberta1202@gmail.com
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Let's Go Fly a Kite - Handmade with Sisterly 

Love Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 

Material - Cotton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stripes - Handmade with Sisterly Love Baby 

Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonnet Girl - Handmade with Sisterly Love 

Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diamonds - Handmade with Sisterly 

Love Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 

 
 
 

Donated by the family of Connie Leslie, Chapter Eternal  
Thank you for supporting P.E.O. Projects ~ Women helping women reach for the stars. 

handmade with love ~ shipping & handling included ~ domestic 

P.E.O. CHAPTER C-ME FUNDRAISER  

For More Information: P.E.O.ChapterC.ME@gmail.com  
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 “Sisters of the Heart”  

mug with P.E.O. star on a field of 
marguerites, yellow interior and handle.     

$20 PPD.  

Checks payable to  

P.E.O., Chapter D-RI Orders  

c/o Betsy Fitzgerald  

170 Rhode Island Blvd. 

Portsmouth, RI  02871  

“Sisters of the Heart”  

"Fallen Leaves"  

from the Original watercolor by 

Chapter K-NH sister Marion Biron 

~ 10 cards/$15.00 shipping included ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order contact Janet Haines at 

janetmillerhaines@gmail.com 

Checks payable to Chapter K-NH 

mailto:janetmillerhaines@gmail.com
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INFINITY STAR ORNAMENT 

5” long made from 
cherry wood & tied with 

gold ribbon.  

Handmade by a BIL  

$20 each plus  
$3.00 shipping  

Please make checks 
payable to: Chapter  

H - VT and send to:  
 

Barbara Rainville  
598 Browns Road  
Lincoln, VT 05443  

All right, sisters – are you ready for 
hugs?  I know I am!  Pre-order your 
shirt by emailing me with your shirt size 
at lauracf.peo@gmail.com and pick it up 
at convention to show that you’ve got 
open arms!   

 If you won't make it to convention 
this year and you would like a shirt, 
please ask one of your chapter sisters 
who will be there to pick up your shirt at 
convention.   

 The wholesale price for this shirt is 
$11, and any funds you choose to 
include over that amount will go to the 
Projects.  You may not want to wear it 
everywhere (except chapter meetings!), 
but every time you use it for a work shirt 
or a sleeping shirt you can feel embraced 
by your P.E.O. sisters.   

With love (and hugs), Laura C.F., F-VT, 
your freshest PDP!   

FUNDRAISING MARKETPLACE GUIDELINES 

1. Ads are limited to those for fundraising 

projects for P.E.O. or for items and services 

directly relating to the organization, which are 

not available elsewhere.  No more than 3 

pictures per ad.  Ads are available to members 

only. 

2. Each ad must include chapter identification.  

Payment for items shall be made to the 

advertising chapter, not to an individual. 

3. No commercial website addresses are to be 

included in any Fundraising Marketplace 

advertising copy.  The advertising copy may 

contain the chapter website address.  The 

website may not contain any items with the 

P.E.O. emblem (unless granted permission by 

the Executive Board per IOLC), political or 

religious items that the chapter has not 

purchased outright. 

mailto:lauracf.peo@gmail.com

