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 Monthly Chapter Newsletter of the District  

 
I hope that this message finds you doing well and staying safe. We are certainly on a roller coaster ride with 
the virus. 
 PLEASE take time to outline the three District Smarti Goals at your next chapter meeting and discuss 
how your chapter can do their part in making them successful. It only works with a plan and a commitment 
to make it work by every chapter in our District. 
 Here is a quick recap: 
 NEDC Goal #1: Communicate with NED Chapters to promote Leadership Training resources to 
strengthen our District and to identify 5 new sisters from the District to add to the pool of future leaders 
within the District by February 22, 2022. Has your chapter started a list?? 
 NEDC Goal #2: Communicate and promote the P.E.O. Philanthropic Mission with all NED Chapters and 
encourage them to increase chapter donations to the P.E.O. Projects by 10% and to increase the number of 
sponsored applicants for the Projects by 10%, by February 28, 2022. Has your chapter developed a budget 
and finance plan to accomplish this goal?? 
 NEDC Goal #3: Promote the importance of reducing Inactive members in the District by February 28, 
2022. Has your chapter discussed the importance of this goal, ensuring that all sisters see themselves as 
V.I.P.s??? 
 Your Executive Board is working hard on Membership, include these goals (as they all impact 
Membership) and discussing Inclusion, while focusing on our many similarities that can be shared with all 
women, as we work towards the P.E.O. Mission celebrating the advancement and education of women 
throughout the World. 
 We are working on sharing our ideas with the chapters at the upcoming Reciprocity meetings. We hope 
to see you there. At this time they are being planned as in-person events. However, we will continue to 
follow the guidelines of International Chapter, as well as all local guidelines, as the scheduled dates 
approach. 
 We are also discussing how we can share the many highlights and messages from the upcoming Virtual 
Convention of International Chapter. 
 Wishing you much happiness as you enjoy the next few weeks of summer. 
 
Lovingly in P.E.O., 
Vi Lunderville 
NEDC President
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Chapter R/NH enjoyed our annual luncheon at the Portsmouth Yacht Club, 

July 29.  15 sisters and 1 guest enjoyed salads, 

desserts, and the fabulous scenery from the 

deck of the Yacht Club.  We also were able to 

meet our wonderful (unsuccessful Scholar 

candidate) Shantel Palacio in person.  We had 

met her many times via Zoom. But face-to-

face was awesome.  We knew we loved her 

but after enjoying her company in person, we 

knew she would be make a wonderful P.E.O. 

sister. 

  Lynn Reinhard 

Pictured are Suzanne Myer Smith and her mother, Grace Myer.  Suzanne just 

became the newest member of Chapter Q-NH in July.  Grace was 
welcomed as a new member of Q-NH in May 2019.  Both mother and 
daughter have active lives of accomplishment and are expected to make a 
lovely contribution to the chapter.  New members are especially cherished 
at this time because the chapter lost three members within a few weeks 
this spring..  The sisters are finding that they are enjoying almost full 
attendance at their Zoom meetings. 

Linda Rousseau 

The sisters of 

Chapter B were able to get together 
for a BIL event on August 15th at the 
beautiful summer home of John and 
Polly Kaiser on Branch Lake in 
Ellsworth, Maine.   

 It was fun to have our “P.E.O. 

Pups” join us.  See the stars! 

Lola Orcutt 
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Chapter K-NH recently gathered outdoors on a beautiful Monday for a 

special meeting. There were fourteen sisters who enjoyed a short program from Nancy Macdonald and 
Janet Haines, the program committee, with the reading by Nancy Macdonald of Tar Beach by Faith 
Ringgold. Janet Haines had the privilege of meeting Ms. Ringgold while touring a presentation of quilts by 
Faith Ringgold. Everyone agreed that taking advantage of the summer season and just catching up was a 
welcomed change.  

 

 

 

The sisters of Chapter K-NH recently voted to wear black pants and white tops for all initiations.  
They also voted to offer our robes, as a donation, to any chapter needing them. Contact Jane Taylor 

at jane.r.taylor1@gmail.com.  
Jane Taylor 

Our sisters have enjoyed reconnecting this summer with a few in-person social 

activities. In July, we went for a hike at the Beaver Brook Association in Hollis, N.H., and gathered for a 
potluck pool party at Erin Almeda’s home. 

 In August, a few of us got together to make fleece blankets that we will donate to the women’s shelter 
at the Nashua Soup Kitchen along with notes of encouragement to lift their spirits. Erin, who is our 
chapter treasurer, created a Facebook post about this activity that promoted P.E.O. and asked for 
donations to offset the cost of the fleece. To date, we have raised more than enough to cover our 
expenses. We plan to support P.E.O. philanthropies with the extra donations we have received. 
 Below are a few pictures of our fun fundraiser!  

Patricia Ladew 

http://jane.r.taylor1@gmail.com.
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A Week at Cottey Vacation College  by Lenette Wilde, H-NH  

My daughter, Louise Weekley [Chapter EJ/OH and Cottey College alum 1977], and I attended 
Cottey Vacation College 2021. It was a delightful week from the first well organized welcome to the 
last goodbye, assisted by recent grads who helped us with our luggage on a rainy morning.  

You often hear of "The Cottey Experience" or "You have to experience Cottey to appreciate it." I 
believe this to be true.  Obviously the campus is beautiful, we know the faculty is excellent. But, what 
impressed me was that every single person associated with Cottey, whether it was the President, a 
lunchroom worker or a young man trimming a walkway, all seemed so proud of Cottey and were eager 
to share their enthusiasm with us. 

Cottey's unique dormitories group ten young women together in a system of suites. This 
promotes a family feel for the student body, who hail from forty different states.  Ten% are from 
countries outside the United States.  What a superb opportunity for all of them to develop meaningful 
and lifelong friendships.  It certainly worked for us at Vacation College.  In our suite there were five of 
us from all over the U.S. One was a native of China and had come to Cottey on an International Peace 
Scholarship in the sixties. At night it was just a natural thing to share some of the experiences we'd 
had during the day.  And that often led to some quite interesting discussions into the night!  

 I was so pleased to meet Elaine and Kerri Poorman from Chapter J/ME. We had lunch together and 
look forward to meeting again sometime. 

Vacation College offered a wide variety of classes from drumming and pickle ball to Ancient 
Cultures of the Americas and book discussions.  All were taught by Cottey faculty or staff. I took a 
course on Bee Keeping taught by the Director of Advancement; the professor of my Ancient Cultures 
class has been on the faculty for nine years.  One of my suite mates took Fishing, which was taught by 
the President's husband. 

One thing everyone always talks about is the food at Cottey.  It did not disappoint! We were 
offered a great variety of foods in small enough portions that you could try a number of things.  I 
consider myself a rather adventuresome eater, but there were several things new to me which I really 
enjoyed. 

An effort was made to acquaint us with the whole campus.  Buildings which were not being 
used for activities or classes were used in other ways, such as afternoon tea at the library, and an ice 
cream social on the lawn in front of the Women's Institute of Leadership.  Groups of 35 were 
entertained on the porch of the President's home in the evenings. 

As you can tell, I had an absolutely lovely time! Such a bargain, too. . .less than $600 for the 
whole week which included classes, lodging, food, shuttles and many extras [even free laundry in the 
basement!].  Like I said earlier, "You just have to experience it!!" 

 Louise and I drove both ways from Ohio to Missouri and back.  We focused  our stops on sites that 
illuminated our understanding of the Underground Railroad in Ohio, The Trail of Tears in Kentucky 
and Ancient Mounds in Ohio and Illinois.  But that could be another program. Enough already!    

Back to School Backpacks   For over 10 years, Chapter 

D-RI has given backpacks and school supplies to the children of Lucy’s 
Hearth at the beginning of every school year.  Lucy’s Hearth is a 24-hour 
emergency and transitional shelter in Newport County serving children and 
their families who are homeless.  Thanks to the efforts and superb 
shopping skills of member Jackie Morrissette, this year 25 children from 
the ages of 6-18 were given packs and school supplies to start the year. 

Debby Weiland 
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Three members of 

P.E.O. Chapter A in Hanover, New Hampshire 
recently met with two local young women 
who were each awarded a $3000.00 PCE 
Grants. The gathering took place at the Com-
munity College of Vermont. The Financial 
Aid Office at CCV has been very helpful in 
recommending possible candidates for 
P.E.O. Projects to Chapter A.  

 Morgan LaBarre of Norwich will apply 
her award toward educational expenses to 
earn a Certificate in Cosmetology at the New 
England School of Hair Design. Jeanette 
Ogomo from Hanover will complete her 
studies to become a Licensed Vocational 
Nurse at Vermont Technical College.               Carol Austin    

Left to right: Ann Gallagher, Lee Arend Projects Committee Chair,  

Morgan LaBarre, Jeanette Ogomo, and Brenda Brown Chapter 

President 

This year was filled with surprise. Chapter I-ME learned new online skills and etiquette; that 

with flexibility, even in distance, chapter business moves forward with efficiency and success; and that a regular 
chapter newsletter, The Daisy Chain, binds each member to the others, revealing unexpected facets of our lives and 
interests. In months apart, we have come to know each other in closer and deeper sisterhood. 

 Our greatest regret required cancelling fund-raising activities the chapter relied on for support of P.E.O. projects, 
but we learned there are options. 

 Out of the blue, a member suggested we join the community lawn 
sale at the So. Thomaston Library late in June. In past years - but not for 
several – Chapter I-ME held successful yard sales on a regular basis, so we 
decided to sign up. Outside in the sunshine and surrounded by fresh air, 
our tables drew steady business. White elephants, furniture, books, bric-a
-brac, quilter’s yardages, plants, 
homemade jams, jellies, pickles, 
and baked goods flew off the 
tables.  All the while, a sale sign 
created by Elaine Lohrman, called 
attention to the projects and 
encouraged conversations about 
P.E.O.  We talked with women 
interested in membership and have 

followed up. We talked with students 
about financial opportunities and shared projects, grant, and award details.     

 In July, we scheduled our first in-person chapter meeting, following 
International’s guidelines. Some wore masks, others did not, but we all missed 
seeing sisters who had attended on ZOOM but were uncomfortable meeting in 
person.   

 As another season of COVID and the Delta variant ramps up, we wondered how best to hold meetings. For the 
second time we cancelled a scheduled fundraiser. Admitting a need for an abundance of caution, we will meet on 
ZOOM for two more months and then reassess our path forward. 

Helen Kelly 

Yard Sale Sign created by Elaine 

Lohrman; customer at book table 

Tired workers at end of the day: (l to 
rt) Helen Kelly, Sue Hopkins and Kate 
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Chapter C-RI 

was pleased to sponsor Magen Peigelbeck for a 
PCE Grant in 2009. Magen is the daughter of 
Alfreda Peigelbeck, niece of PDP Karla Driscoll and 
cousin of NEDC Sec. Tricia Driscoll. 

 A graduate of UVM  with an MFA from 
Savannah College of Art & Design (SCAD), she 
found her true calling in the classroom teaching 
art. However, she needed to complete her 
education with education 
credits to become accredited. 
PCE enabled her to do that in 
the required timeframe while 
she was teaching. She taught 
grades K-8 at the Isle of Hope 
Elementary School in 
Savannah for 8 years. During 
that time she was honored as 
Teacher of the Year for her 
school. Two years ago she was 
selected to teach at the 
Oglethorpe Middle School, a Charter School also in 
the District. She continues to teach real life art 
experiences for her students. During her upcoming 
trip she is planning to teach via Zoom from Paris. 

 During these years she has continued to 
interact with art professionals and teachers world 

wide. This summer she heard about the unique 
opportunity taking place in Paris Sept. 13- Oct. 3, 
wrapping the Arc de Triomphe with the team of 
Cristo and Jeanne Claude. Magen applied, 
presented her resume and portfolio, and is one of 
400 people worldwide who have been selected to 
serve as an installer and then as a docent for the 
showing during this unique opportunity. 

 Although Cristo passed away last year, his 
dream will live on with this 
installation, which is already 
underway on the Arc. We 
invite you to join Magen and 
members of Chapter C as we 
watch this experience unfold - 
literally! 25,000 meters of 
recycled polymer fabric and 
3,000 meters of recycled rope 
will be used. 

 Here is a website which 
explain what is already 

happening to protect and prepare 
the  Arc: christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/arc-de-
triomphe-wrapped  

Amy Hubertus 

 Consider our philanthropic circle— 
Learn – Give – Sponsor – Initiate.  

Learn about the projects, their requirements and how to 
support them both financially and by recommending 
candidates. Give of your time in learning about the projects, 
finding and recommending candidates and in supporting the 
projects financially. Sponsor project candidates. Initiate—
most every chapter has had project candidates or recipients 
at one time or another. This is an excellent source of 
possible members. Not only the candidate herself, but also 
her other female relatives. They already know about P.E.O. 
and our mission of helping women with their education. 
Project candidates may be interested in membership to pay 
it forward for other women to reach their educational goals. 
Let them know that membership is an option now or in the 
future.  

[Taken from the September/October issue of The P.E.O. RECORD.] 
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https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/arc-de-triomphe-wrapped/
https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/arc-de-triomphe-wrapped/
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Cottey Vacation College By Kerri Poorman, Chapter J-ME 

Like most everyone else, in March, 2020 I had plans.  My plans involved hot air balloons, yummy drinks, 
exotic food and my passport.  And then, like most people, plans changed and vacation time was on the 
back porch.  So when I saw that Cottey was going to give Vacation College a whirl for 2021, I decided if they 
could keep students in person and in class for a year, they had figured out how to maneuver this COVID 
thing. 

From the minute I landed at the airport until I was dropped off 6 days later, I was surrounded by P.E.O.s, 
B.I.L.s, alumnae and staff of Cottey College.  I was welcomed by some familiar faces and met some new 
ones.  One P.E.O. in particular was a special surprise because we had to go all the way to Nevada, MO to 
meet; Lenette Wilde, H-NH it was a pleasure to meet you and your daughter Louise!

 

 

I saw the Cottey Closet and Cottey Cupboard first hand.  It is now located in a newly renovated building 
with custom cabinets on the west side of campus.  A P.E.O. donated a refrigerator, so this year they will be 
able to have milk, eggs and other refrigerated items.  The Cottey Closet is a very large walk-in closet that is 
always ready for new and gently used clothing, dresses and knitted items of all sizes.  As many of you 
know, supporting this area of Cottey has become a personal passion of mine and I was so happy to get a 
VIP tour of both of these areas. As you can see, they need a little help but will be prepared for the return of 
students. 

I did take some classes in between my excursions all over the area.  You are expected to attend, pay 
attention and learn something new.  In my first class, Better with Bacon, I learned new recipes, new 
techniques to cook bacon and cured my own ½ pound of fresh bacon.  After eating breakfast in bacon 
class, I went to Travel to Spain class.  I learned in Travel to Spain, I will be excited to use my passport in the 
near future to see the architecture and areas of a beautiful country.  I then had lunch, which usually was a 
lot of hard choices.  From lunch, I ever so slowly made my way back to the academic building to Travel to 
China class.  Sadly, for a number of reasons I learned I am not quite so interested in visiting this country 
except maybe Hong Kong or the Three Gorges.  But I have to say, I learned the most in my last class, Beer 
Appreciation.  I learned I like porters and lambics are way too sweet. I really don’t like home brews but do 
enjoy the microbrews.  The Belgian beers could be bitter but my favorite beers of the 25 or so samples was 
the local Missouri brews.  Who knew?  

All in all, I was busy!  I walked all over campus, numerous times.  I saw the BIL lodge, downtown and heard 
all the ghost stories.  I met Dr Weitzel and had beer class with her husband.  I had a Chellie Shake and 
bought a t-shirt.  I went to an esports meet and participated in the share fair.  Dinner was always a 
wonderful affair with incredible food and great people.  I loved my suite and have already made plans with 
one of my suite-mates for new adventures.  For a vacation that wasn’t planned, I had a ball, felt safe and 
am trying to decide what classes to take next year.  
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WELCOME TO THE P.E.O. RECIPIENT  

(GLOBAL, GALACTIC, LOCAL) UPDATE! 

 

I am pleased to introduce the featured P.E.O. Recipient this month!  P.E.O. supports amazing 
women and the Northeast District plays a big role!  By sharing past and present P.E.O. recipients 
each month, we grow our community, stretch our imaginations and carry forth our mission.  Please 
feel free to forward any updates or news from your chapters!  Enjoy August’s featured PSA 
recipient of L-ME Sara Lowden! 

Carrie Yakola, NED Treasurer 

INVESTING IN WOMEN! 
 

 

Name: Sara Lowden 

Award: PSA 

Sponsoring Chapter: L-ME 

Degree: University Maine Anthropology and 
Environmental Policy PhD Student 

 

 

Story: Sara studied Anthropology at the University of Arizona. Her research focused on 
the intersection of humanitarian and environmental crises along the US-Mexico border, 
natural resource management in coastal communities and extractive industries and 
Indigenous rights throughout the Americas. Her current research interests include co-
management strategies of natural resources along coastal communities, as well as 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge and the adaptive capacity of Indigenous 
communities.  We can see how Sara’s expertise is going to come in handy this coming 
decade! What an inspiration to us all! 
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A.  I am a mariner and actively 
watch the radar. 

B.  I was born in Yosemite and 
have returned to work in the 
raft rental stand. 

C. I play xylophone and played 
 with the junior orchestra in 
 Vienna. 

 

. 
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 P.E.O. Daisy 
Notecards 

2 designs  
(8 cards total) 

$15 includes shipping  
 

Chapter G – RI 

Contact: Carolyn 
Fredrickson 

carfred@verizon.net 

508-339-5671 

 

P.E.O. Vinyl Banner 5’ X 2’ $55 

ppd  

Indoor or Outdoor Use 

Grommets on all sides 

Chapter O-NH 

Contact Roberta Holt, PDP 

robertaC1202@gmail.com 

603-744-5110 

SUN - KISSED  

SISTERS NOTECARDS  

Women helping women reach for 

the stars.  
P.E.O. CHAPTER C-ME 

FUNDRAISER  
For More Information: 

P.E.O.ChapterC.ME@gmail.com  

mailto:carfred@verizon.net
mailto:roberta1202@gmail.com


 

 THE FORUM August 2021 ~ ~ LET’S FOLLOW THE PATH OF STARS WHO HAVE LED US 11 

Let's Go Fly a Kite - Handmade with Sisterly 

Love Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 

Material - Cotton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stripes - Handmade with Sisterly Love Baby 

Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonnet Girl - Handmade with Sisterly Love 

Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diamonds - Handmade with Sisterly 

Love Baby Quilt  $100.00 

 
Dimensions - Bed size: Crib US 
Material - Cotton 
 

 
 
 

Donated by the family of Connie Leslie, Chapter Eternal  
Thank you for supporting P.E.O. Projects ~ Women helping women reach for the stars. 

handmade with love ~ shipping & handling included ~ domestic 

P.E.O. CHAPTER C-ME FUNDRAISER  

For More Information: P.E.O.ChapterC.ME@gmail.com  
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 “Sisters of the Heart”  

mug with P.E.O. star on a field of 
marguerites, yellow interior and handle.     

$20 PPD.  

Checks payable to  

P.E.O., Chapter D-RI Orders  

c/o Betsy Fitzgerald  

170 Rhode Island Blvd. 

Portsmouth, RI  02871  

or BetsFitzPEO@gmail.com 

“Sisters of the Heart”  

"Fallen Leaves"  

from the Original watercolor by 

Chapter K-NH sister Marion Biron 

~ 10 cards/$15.00 shipping included ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order contact Janet Haines at 

janetmillerhaines@gmail.com 

Checks payable to Chapter K-NH 

mailto:janetmillerhaines@gmail.com
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INFINITY STAR 

ORNAMENT 

5” long made from 
cherry wood & tied with 

gold ribbon.  

Handmade by a BIL  

$20 each plus  
$3.00 shipping  

Please make checks 
payable to: Chapter  
H - VT and send to:  

 
Barbara Rainville  
598 Browns Road  
Lincoln, VT 05443  All right, sisters – are you ready for 

hugs?  I know I am!  Pre-order your 
shirt by emailing me with your shirt size 
at lauracf.peo@gmail.com and pick it up 
at convention to show that you’ve got 
open arms!   

 If you won't make it to convention 
this year and you would like a shirt, 
please ask one of your chapter sisters 
who will be there to pick up your shirt at 
convention.   

 The wholesale price for this shirt is 
$11, and any funds you choose to 
include over that amount will go to the 
Projects.  You may not want to wear it 
everywhere (except chapter meetings!), 
but every time you use it for a work shirt 
or a sleeping shirt you can feel embraced 
by your P.E.O. sisters.   

With love (and hugs), Laura C.F., F-VT, 
your freshest PDP!   

FUNDRAISING MARKETPLACE GUIDELINES 

1. Ads are limited to those for fundraising 

projects for P.E.O. or for items and services 

directly relating to the organization, which are 

not available elsewhere.  No more than 3 

pictures per ad.  Ads are available to members 

only. 

2. Each ad must include chapter identification.  

Payment for items shall be made to the 

advertising chapter, not to an individual. 

3. No commercial website addresses are to be 

included in any Fundraising Marketplace 

advertising copy.  The advertising copy may 

contain the chapter website address.  The 

website may not contain any items with the 

P.E.O. emblem (unless granted permission by 

the Executive Board per IOLC), political or 

religious items that the chapter has not 

purchased outright. 

mailto:lauracf.peo@gmail.com

